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WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ нлмт 

The Journey Home.. .   òéin everything give  thankséfor 

this is Godõs will for you in Christ 

Jesuséó  (Ephesians 5:20) 

Last month was Thanks giving. And 

yet, Paul teaches that we give 

thanks  at every moment and for 

every single thing. That covers just 

about everything, huh?  

I give thanks  for each one of you 

as Mary Alice and I have returned 

from Nashville and are still trying 

to settle back into some sort of rou-

tineñmade difficult (but not impos-

sible) due to one of the busiest 

times of the year.  

I thank  you  all for your patience 

with me, in this regard!  

This whole year has been special, 

special in the sense of solid, loving 

service to the community that sur-

rounds us, but also special because 

of so many losses for us on so many 

different levels. Of course, losing 

Marjene Chapman was a huge loss 

in and around the office, but to 

have lost so many this yearñand to 

have lost my father as well ñit has 

been special when it comes to giv-

ing thanks  in all  circumstances.  

Being gone for three months has its 

special thanks givings as well ñ

thanks  for the time with a part of 

our family that we wouldnõt have 

normally had ñthanks  for the heal-

ing that has come to Ashleyñ

thanks  for everyone here and their 

constant prayers and other kind-

nesses during our absence ñ

thanks  for a wonderful staff:  Cin-

dy, Pastor Ed, Carolynn, Melissa, 

Tony, Tammyñalong with our hard 

working Congregational Council ñ

Mary Alice and I are very grateful.  

The New Year is almost here 

Thanks  to all our out -going council 

members as well all our new coun-

cil members (see thank  youõs 

elsewhere in this newsletter.  

The Babe at Bethlehem has come! 

The Wise Men are on their way! 

Epiphany is around the corner! I 

thank  God  for His Son Jesus who 

came in a humble way so that we 

would know how close He is to eve-

ry one of us. He wants to relate to 

us; He wants us to be able to relate 

to Him. (This is a major theme in 

the season of Epiphany) Thanks  be  

to  God!  

Mary Alice and I want to thank  you  

for all your thoughts and wishes 

and gifts for CHRISTmas, especially 

the special monetary gift from you, 

the congregation! We are so 

blessed! Again, I say, thanks!  

Your friend in Christ,  

Pastor Jim 
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tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳ bƛǇǇŜǊΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ 9Ř aȅŜǊǎΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

/ŀǊƻƭȅƴƴ .ŀƛƭŜȅΣ aǳǎƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

aŜƭƛǎǎŀ aŀƭŜƴŘŀΣ tŀǊƛǎƘ bǳǊǎŜ 

/ƛƴŘȅ ²ŀǘƪƛƴǎΣ hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴΦ 

¢ƻƴȅ aƻǿŜƭƭΣ IŜŀǊǘǎƻƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 
 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ hŶŎŜǊǎ 

aƛǘŎƘ YƛƴƎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

{Ŝŀƴ DƻƭŘŜƴΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

!ƴƴ hǩƴƎŜǊΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ YƻŜǇǇŜǊΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

YŜƴ 5ƛŜƘƭΣ CƛƴΦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

aŀǊŎȅ !ŀǊƻŜƴΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘΦ 

.ǊŜƴŘŀ ²ƘƛǘǎƻƴΣ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 

¢ŜŘŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎΣ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

Wŀȅ {ǘŀũƻǊŘΣ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ 

bŀƴŎȅ {ƘƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

.ŀǊǊȅ {ŎƘƴŀōŜƭΣ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ 

aŀǊŎƛŀ tŜǘŜǊǎΣ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκaǳǎƛŎ 

¢ƻƳ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΣ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ 

YŀǘƘȅ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

[Ŝǿƛǎ ²ŜǎǎƴŜǊΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
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Thanksgiving at CHRISTmasé 
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Meeting began 10:01 am.  

Pastor Jim Nipper led us in opening prayer.  

Council President, Mitch King, acknowledged 

outgoing council members, Kathy Robinson, 

Patty Wessner and Curtis Van Hooser.  

Election of new council members ñMitch King 

invited the incoming council members to stand 

and be recognized for their nomination to new 

council positions.  

Nominations are:  

Ann Ottinger ð Secretary  

Barry Schnabel ð Stewardship  

Marcia Peters ð Worship and Music  

Ken Diehl ð Financial Secretary  

Richard Koepper ð Treasurer*  

Lewis Wessner ð Youth Representative*  

Marcy Aaroen ð Christian Education*  

Kathy Leonard ð Youth Ministry*  

*These individuals renewed their term of serv-

ing on the council. We (Council and the OSLC 

congregation) deeply appreciate your com-

mitment and service. Thank you!  

Mitch King requested motion for any other 

nominations. Tedd Stephens made the motion 

that the nominations be voted upon. Brenda 

Whitson second this motion and a vote was 

taken to approve all the nominations for their 

positions to serve on council. All in favor.  

Quorum established with 58 members of con-

gregation present.  

Motion to approve and pass the budget for 

2017 made by Pastor Ed Myers.  

Treasurer, Richard Koepper, addressed dis-

cussion on the 2017 budget. This motion was 

seconded by Tom Marshall. All in favor.  

Pastor Ed Myers ended with a closing prayer.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING                               DECEMBER 18, 2016  

Adult Sunday School Class 
Pastor Jim will resume leadership with the Library Class on Sunday mornings, beginning on Jan-

uary 8, at 10 a.m. We are continuing our study of I Samuel and the story about David, Jonathan, 

and King Saul, picking up with chapter 22.  

If you are not on our e -mail list to receive updates for each chapter (for personal preparation 

and study), please send your e -mail address to jnipper@oslc.church. We will also have extra 

hard copies for those who arenõt connected to this group message. 

Once we finish this class (probably sometime during the first of Lent ð March), we will begin the 

class based on biblical questions you want to ask!  

Some questions Pastor Jim has received so far are: òWhy did God put evil into Saul?ó òHow is 

Holy Baptism affected if someone marries outside the faith?ó òWhat happens to unbaptized ba-

bies?ó òWhat does it mean that we will be accountable for our sins on the judgment day, if we 

also teach that we are already saved?ó òWhat does the ELCA teach about the òend times?ó 

òWhy does it say Jesus was born 4 B.C.?ó 

Do you have other questions? Send them to Pastor Jim via the e -mail listed above or leave them 

in his mailbox by the office door!  

We look forward to seeing you in Epiphany for more in depth Bible study on Sunday mornings!  
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Attendance for November/December: 

Date                9:00 a.m.         11:00 a.m.          Total 

November 27       73                     42                     115 
      Advent I                                                             18 
 

December 4          92                     65                     157 
       Advent II              30 

December 11         96                    56                      152 

December 18       125                    50                      175 

     Advent IV                                                            12 

December 24     4pm-127          7pm-123               250 

December 25                              11am-64                64 

Average-97.3 for 10 worship services for last week of 

Nov. and all of Dec. 

Pastor Jim offered opening devotions.  

President Mitch King welcomed all our new 

council folks as well as offered a thanksgiving 

to all our out -going ones.  

All council will be installed on Sunday, Janu-

ary 8, 2017. 

Discussed upcoming events (see monthly 

newsletter calendar please) especially the 

importance of getting our Newsletter articles 

in by December 20.  

Discussed the near future of renovation of the 

church building. This will require deeper 

study very soon ð (hopefully including a spe-

cial and personal way to educate the congre-

gation about the possibilities!) and may well 

require a congregational meeting to corpo-

rately share up -to-date ideas and information 

with everyone.     

Approved minutes and monthly reports of the 

council.  

Talked about new ways to respond to inclem-

ent weather (about announcements, etc.). Our 

new òOne Calló system should make this 

much easier.  

Advent offerings (and any special offerings 

on Sunday set aside for it) will be given to the 

SE Synod Disaster Team to help people in the 

devastated areas around Gatlinburg and sur-

rounding counties (as well as direct help to 

Our Savior Lutheran Church, Gatlinburg).  

Council Retreat for 2017 was set for Saturday, 

February 18. Place TBA. 

Cut-off date for 2016 offerings/monetary gifts 

will be Friday, December 30 at 11 a.m. Please 

have your offerings to the church office by 

this time in order to be credited in 2016.  

Closed with the Lordõs Prayer. 

 

Council                   Highlights from December 12, 2016  

The Sunday school students 

and Christian Education 

committee would like to 

thank the following people 

for sharing their time, tal-

ents, and treasure to help 

the children of OSLC present their Christmas 

program: Carolynn Bailey, Fred & Sylvia Beck-

elhimer, Ann Cunningham, and Patti Hembre for 

all their help with our music and staging; Jennifer 

Estep for her help with the liturgical dances; 

Sean Golden and Connor Hall for their help 

keeping the kids on track at all our practices.  

A special thank you goes out to Kathy Leonard 

and the High Road Sunday School class for their 

help at the birthday party for Baby Jesus.  

And finally, a huge shout out to everyone who 

attended the program. We really appreciate the 

support of our congregation.  

Classes will resume on Sunday, January 8.  
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CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

      Actual   Budget  Difference   Actual    Budget   Difference 
Offerings     $32,287     $34,100    $(1,813)     $384,449     $408,900    $(24,451) 
-Expenses       $(32,638)          $(38,042)       $5,404              $(394,473)          $(416,229)        $21,756  
Surplus/(Deficit)       $(351)           $(3,942)        $3,591                  $(10,024)             $(7,329)              $(2,695) 
       
Notes:       
       

Unrestricted offerings were $1,800 below budget for November       
       

We essentially broke even for November and have a $10,000 loss year-to-date       
       

Through November our unrestricted offerings are $24,451 below budget or $510 short per Sunday       
       

Year-to-date expenses are $22,000 under budget and we have a YTD net operating loss of $10,000 vs. a budgeted loss of 
$7,300       
       

Expenses are below budget mainly due Marjene's position being open, benevolence contributions and higher than project-
ed income in the Parents' Day Out program       
       

Offerings for the year are down $10,300 or 2.6% from last year. 
There were capital asset purchases of $11,000 that were not included in the monthly expense.       
These were to replace our Risograph copier and partial payment towards replacing our phone system.       

                       bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ                5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
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   tŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

.ǳŘƎŜǘ  Ϸ      плуΣфлл    

[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ  Ϸ      офпΣснн   Ϸ   моΣмрпΦлт   Ϸ    фΣмттΦнс  

!Ŏǘǳŀƭ нлмс  Ϸ      оупΣппф   Ϸ   мнΣплмΦру   Ϸ    уΣтотΦпу  

    

  Ϸ       όмлΣмтоΦллύ  Ϸ      όтрнΦпфύ  Ϸ      όпофΦтуύ 

          -лΦлнрттфм  -лΦлртнлрру  -лΦлптфнлпу 
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Musings from the Organ Bench  

Happy New Year to All! Another year and hundreds of opportuni-

ties to praise our God!  

I would be so very remiss if I did not thank all the wonderful people 

who make music in our parish! To all of you, children, choir, Heart-

song band, soloists, worship leaders ð I send my love and gratitude! 

What a wonderful singing congregation we have!!! You have been 

complimented many times by guest organists and musicians! Always 

maintain that special spark in worship! I know that the angels (and our 

Lord) are pleased with your music!  

******************************  

I want to highlight another hymn this month. But it is not one by the good Dr. Luther. I am sure 

that if he were to stand among us and read/sing this hymn, he would approve. òPeace Came to 

Earthó ELW#285 was written by Jaroslav Vajda. The musical hymn setting was created by Dr. 

Paul Manz (noted Lutheran musician).  

Jaroslav Vajda, a Lutheran pastor, author, and editor wrote more than 225 hymn texts and 

translations that appear in over 60 Christian hymnals and printed collections on five continents. 

Dr. Carl Schalk (renowned Lutheran composer) says, òthe texts of Jaroslav Vajda are a sign to 

Godõs people ð- a sign of hopefulness, expectation, and promise that the Holy Spirit still 

gives us songs to sing along our pilgrim way until the time when all our singing is joined 

to the last great song of the Lamb in eternity.ó  

Of his writing Dr. Vajda said, òMy hymns are what they are: poetic expressions of thanks to 

God. They are my grateful reaction ñ my praise and wonder and exclamation ñ to the love and 

glory of God.ó  

Enjoy this wonderful poetry ð and sometime during this year, we will enjoy the òweddingó of 

music and text! Iõll be singing and listening from the organ bench!  

Love, Carolynn  

 

Peace Came to Earth  

Peace came to earth at last that chosen night when angels clove the sky with song and light  

And God embodied love and sheathed his might ð  

Who could but gasp: Immanuel! Who could but sing: Immanuel  
 

And who could be the same for having held the infant in their arms and later felt  

The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled;  

Who could but sigh; Immanuel! Who could but shout: Immanuel!  
 

You show the Father none has ever seen, in flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pains,  

In bread and wine you visit us again;  

Who could but see Immanuel! Who could but thrill: Immanuel!  
 

How else could I have known you, O my God!  

How else could I embrace you, O my God!  

Who could but pray: Immanuel! Who could but praise Immanuel!  
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Ministry  

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
 

[ŜŎǘƻǊ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
  мǎǘ  ¢ŜŘŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ 
  уǘƘ ¢.! 
мрǘƘ ¢.! 
ннƴŘ ¢.! 
нфǘƘ ¢.! 
 

¦ǎƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
 мǎǘ WŀƴŜŜƴ tŜƴƴŜƭƭΣ ¢.! 
 уǘƘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ ϧ ¢ƻƳ tŜǩΤ .ŀǊǊȅ ϧ IŜƭŜƴ CŜǧŜǊƻƭŦ 
мрǘƘ WŀƴŜŜƴ ϧ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ tŜƴƴŜƭƭΣ ¢.! 
ннƴŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ ϧ ¢ƻƳ tŜǩΤ .ŀǊǊȅ ϧ IŜƭŜƴ CŜǧŜǊƻƭŦ 
нфǘƘ /ŀǊƳŜƴ tŀǳƭǎƻƴΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ tŀǧŜǎƻƴΣ ¢.! 
 

CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ¢ŜƭƭŜǊǎ  

мǎǘ ǿŜŜƪςwƛŎƘŀǊŘ YƻŜǇǇŜǊΣ YŀǊŜƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 

нƴŘ ǿŜŜƪ-WŜŀƴ [ƻǾŜŘŀȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƘŀƭƪƭŜȅ 
оǊŘ ǿŜŜƪς/ƘǊƛǎǘȅ IǳũΣ YŜƴ 5ƛŜƘƭ 

пǘƘ ǿŜŜƪ-WƻŜ ϧ [ǳ aŀǧǎƻƴ 

рǘƘ ǿŜŜƪ-5ŀǾƛŘ /ƘŀƭƪƭŜȅΣ WŜŀƴ [ƻǾŜŘŀȅ 
 
 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
²ƘƻƭŜ ƳƻƴǘƘτ5ŜŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƴŜƭƭ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ 
 

!ƭǘŀǊ DǳƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
tŀǧȅ ŀƴŘ .ƻō IŜƳōǊŜ 
 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ 
мǎǘ  .ǳŘ ϧ bƻǊƳŀ aŀǊǝƴΤ WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ ϧ tŀǧȅ bŜŀǎ  
 

уǘƘ  /ŀǊƳŜƴ ϧ aŀǊȅ WŀƴŜ tŀǳƭǎƻƴΤ WŀȅΣ bŀƴŎȅΣ WƻƘƴΣ ϧ 
  !ƴƴŜ {ǘŀũƻǊŘ 
 

мрǘƘ 9Ř ϧ CǊŀƴƪƛŜ ²ƻƭũΣ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴƴ .ŀƛƭŜȅ 
 

ннǘƘ [ŀǊǊȅ ϧ WŀƴŜǘ 9ŎƪƭǳƴŘΤ !ƴƎƛŜ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 
нфǘƘ aƛƪŜ ϧ {ǳǎŀƴ YƛǊƪƭŀƴŘΤ aŀƎƎƛŜ Cƭƛƴǘ 
 
 

!ƭǘŀǊ CƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ                                         IŜŀǊǘǎƻƴƎ 
             
                уǘƘ-aŎ/ƻȅǎ 
ннǘƘ-{ŎƘŜǳǊŜǊ                     ннƴŘ-tŀǊǊƛǎƘ 
                нфǘƘ-.ŀǊƎŜǊǎ 
 
 

IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ [ƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
мǎǘ  wȅŜ                              
 уǘƘ DǳƎƭƛƻǧŀ                    
мрǘƘ .ƭŀŎƪƳŜǊ 

ннƴŘ CŀǊǎǘ       

нфǘƘ CŀǊǎǘ 
 
 

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
[ǳ aŀǧǎƻƴ 

tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ WŀƴŀǳǊȅ 
мǎǘ ǿƪ-.ŜǾŜǊƭȅ DǳƎƭƛƻǧŀΣ bŀƴŎȅ {ƘƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ tŀǧȅ bŜŀǎ 
нƴŘ ǿƪ-tƘȅƭƭƛǎ CŀǊǎǘΣ [ǳ aŀǧǎƻƴΣ .ŜǊƭŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ Wŀƴ 9ŎƪƭǳƴŘ 
оǊŘ ǿƪ-/ƘŜǊȅƭ aƛƭƭƛƪŜƴΣ ¢ǊǳŘȅ .ƭŀŎƪƳŜǊΣ .Ŝǧȅ /ƘŀƭƪƭŜȅ 
пǘƘ ǿƪ-YŀǊƛƴ aŎ/ƻȅΣ WǳŘƛ .ƻŜōŜƭΣ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ tǊƻŦŦƛǘǘ 
 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅτǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇΗ 

The Underground Huddle (6th -12th grades) 

We meet on Wednesday 

nights. Dinner is at 6, Huddle 

time starts at 6:30. During 

Underground Huddle times 

we check -in on whatõs going 

on in life and have some in -

depth study and discipleship 

learning time. Put the dates below on your calen-

dars. 

Also, we send out group text reminders through 

the Group Me app. If you are not receiving youth 

group updates, please let Pastor Ed know.  

Mark your calendar for with this month dates:  

January 4, 11, 18, 25 - Dinner at 6 p.m., Huddle 

from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

S.E.S.L.Y.O. Assembly 2017  
(Southeastern Synod Lutheran Youth Organization)  

 

 

 

òHere We Standó 
March 3 -5, 2017 at the Clyde York 4 -H Camp in 

Crossville, TN  

Cost $120 per person  
 

Each congregation is invited to send 2 voting 

delegates and as many visitors as you wish.  

Please see Pastor Ed Myers if you are interested in go-

ing. We will leave early Saturday morning and return 

early Sunday evening. 
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The Best Memory System 
Author Unknown  

Forget the kindness that you do, as soon as you have done it;  

Forget the praise that falls on you, the moment you have won it.  

Forget the slander that you hear, before you can repeat it;  

Forget each slight, each spite, each sneer, wherever you may meet it.  

Remember every kindness done, to you, whateõer its measure; 

Remember praise by others won, and pass it on with pleasure.  

Remember every promise made, and keep it to the letter;  

Remember those who lend you aid, and be a grateful debtor.  

Remember all the happiness that comes your way in living;  

Forget each worry and distress, be hopeful and forgiving.  

Remember good, remember truth, remember heavenõs above you. 

And you will find through age and youth, true joy and hearts to love you!  

 

Happy New Yearé2017 
Happy New Year, OSLC congregation. I pray that your Christmas was Christ filled and joyous as 

you celebrated the birth of our risen Savior. I pray that 2017 brings greater joy through bless-

ings, greater strength through hardship, and greater wisdom through seeking God this year. 

Donõt forget to keep a positive attitude in 2017 for itõs a key to success. Philippians 4:13-òI can do 

all things through Christ which strengthens meó. 

Ministry in Motion will continue as follows  
*Walk/Talk at 11am-The first and third Tuesday and every 

Thursday. I will be available to walk with anyone who would 

like to come to the church and walk for exercise.  

*Yoga -Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the youth room. If 

you have a mat, please bring it.  

*Chair Yoga -Friday mornings 10am in fellowship hall. Our 

time includes a small devotion before or after exercise.  

Support Group 
*Friends in Grief will continue to meet the second and fourth 

Tuesday of each month. January 10th @ 10am in OSLC li-

brary. On January 24th we will meet for lunch at a place de-

termined during first meeting.  

Outreach 
*Care Bears -Special thanks to the family of John Beuttel for 

their generous donation to this outreach. Please take a bear to a loved one or friend who could 

use some special tender loving care as an act of thoughtfulness from OSLC .  

*Health/Wellness meeting on January 3, 2017 at 7pm in the OSLC library. We will discuss the 

start of the emergency response team and CPR classes to begin in January.  

Be on the lookout for new announcements and flyers for education classes, Run4God class, and 

Made to Crave class beginning in the spring.  

Go God!  

Melissa Malenda, RN-parish nurse  

***Special request*** 

We are in need of volunteers who 

would be available to check in with 

Susan Marshall by phone on a daily 

basis when Tom has to be out of 

town. Some transportation may be 

needed, but mainly Tom wants to 

make sure she is safe and taken care 

of (groceries, etc). If you would like 

to help please, contact me or a staff 

member of OSLC asap. I can be 

reached by phone at 276-210-4670 

anytime. You can call the church at 

282-2313 and speak to Cindy or the 

pastors. We will organize a team 

and schedule that works for every-

one. Thank you so much! 



 у 

C o n g re g a t i o n  N ew s  

Nothing is more frightening than unlocking a door to find a 

stranger standing inside the building. That is exactly what hap-

pened to Vickie Holmes, our church custodian, on December 10, 

2016.  

Please double check doors as you are leaving the building to en-

sure they are locked!  Even if you arenõt the last person out of the 

building, lock the doors.   

With Deepest  Sympathy  
Our thoughts and prayers are extended to John 

Beuttel and Cindy Lopez for the death of Johnõs 

mother, Nancy Beuttel.  Please keep them in 

your prayers during this difficult time.  

Outreach Ministry  

Many thanks to all those who braved the weather and came out to help with our free coffee and 

hot chocolate giveaway on December 17. The Heart Song band did a wonderful job of filling the 

air and warming the hearts with beautiful Christmas carols. This Grace and Grind effort is one that 

continues to grow. We would encourage you to consider in 2017 volunteering for this ministry.

Primetimers   
On Wednesday, Janu-

ary 4 at 11:00 am, 

Primetimers will meet 

at the church before 

heading to Harbor 

House. Berla Smith is in charge of the 

meeting so if you have any questions call 

her at 416-6248. 

Thank you Cover Girls!  

Our clients are blessed to have such 
caring individuals ensuring their bed-
rooms are warm and beautiful. The 
handmade bedding is much appreciated!  

Lynn Armstrong  

Safe Passage Director 

  

 

Dear Congregation,  

On behalf of the whole staff at OSLC, thank you 

very much for the year -end monetary gift you 

gave to us. We are very appreciative of your gen-

erosity! God bless you as the year comes to an end 

and a new one approaches that holds many great 

opportunities for the love of Jesus Christ. Again, 

thank you!  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

Your whole staff at OSLC   
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M ARSH  B LOOD  B ANK   
Thanks to everyone who took time 

from their busy holiday schedule to 

donate blood. Ten persons presented 

for donations and eight units of blood 

were collected on Wednesday night. 

We also had three persons go to the 

Marsh Center and donate earlier in the week (one 

person did doubles) so twelve units were credited 

to OSLC. Thatõs enough blood to help thirty-six per-

sons in need of blood.  

 

Your next opportunity to donate at OSLC will be on 

SUNDAY, February 19th. The NEW time is 8am-

1pm and the LOCATION will be in the yellow room 

down stairs. (Use the Parentõs Day Out entrance). 

Marsh Blood Services will bring their mobile bus 

for collections. If you would like to book a specific 

time, signup sheets will be located on both bulletin 

boards but walk -ins and snacks for the canteen are 

always welcome. For additional information, contact 

Susan or Mike Kirkland.  
 

Ways to help:  

Donate blood     

recruit donors  

Volunteer to help    

Donate time to work the drive  

Provide snacks and drinks for donors after giving 

blood.  

Contact Susan Kirkland @ 794-8167 or Larry Eck-

lund @ 202-1272 for questions.  
 

 

 

Food Pantry  
Monetary and food donations are always welcomed. 

Your generous donations have made a difference in 

many lives. Food items needed:  

Remember to check product dates for expira-

tion.  

/ǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ 
{ƻǳǇ 
5Ǌȅ ōŜŀƴǎ 
/ƻǊƴōǊŜŀŘ  
/ƻƻƪƛŜǎ 
{ǇŀƎƘŜǩ 
 

aŀŎŀǊƻƴƛ ϧ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ  
/ŀƴƴŜŘ ǾŜƎƎƛŜǎ 
tŜŀƴǳǘ .ǳǧŜǊ 
/ŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ 
{ǇŀƎƘŜǩ ǎŀǳŎŜ 
/ŀƴƴŜŘ ƳŜŀǘ 

wƛŎŜ  
wŀƛǎƛƴǎ  
WŜƭƭ-hκWŜƭƭ-h ǇǳŘπ
ŘƛƴƎ 
!ǇǇƭŜ ǎŀǳŎŜ 
/ŜǊŜŀƭ 

 

News from Social Ministry  

Melting Pot  

We will prepare and serve a 

meal at the Melting Pot on Janu-

ary 11, 2017. Volunteers may 

sign up on the list located on the bulletin 

board near the library.  

Melting Pot served 202 meals on December 

14, 2016. 

Gatlinburg Relief  

Please remember Luthern Relief for Gat-

linburg, TN. This is a special request be-

cause of the need. Just mark your check for 

Gatlinburg on the item line or the pew enve-

lope. Thanks  

Charity of the Month  

The Crumley House  

The Crumley House has been designated 
for products of the month in January and 
February.  

The Crumley House opened its doors in 
June of 1992. They have provided services 
to thousands of brain injury survivors and 
have had over 100 placements in competi-
tive employment through their vocational 
program with no one placed in sheltered 
workshops.  

They need the following items:  

Rags 

Toothpaste/toothbrushes  

Personal hygiene products  

Clothes hangers  

Flannel sheets 

Ibuprofen  

Razors 
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The Cover Girls  
¢ƘŜ /ƻǾŜǊ DƛǊƭǎ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ 
aƻƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ млΥлл ŀƳ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿπ
ǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ  

  1-Barry Fetterolf 
 Kelly Ballard 
 Ryan Freeman 
 Sharon Schooley 

  2-Hayden Estep 

  4-Paul Gregory 
 Don McGaughey 
  5-Mark Harper 

  7-Amber Ebarb 
  8-Annabelle Myers 

  9-Ralph Easton 
10-Lu Mattson 
11-Jennifer Bauer 
12-Sammie Wessner 
13-Randy Parrish 
15-Mary Kaye Umberger 
 Keith Dison, Sr. 
17-Jacob Ottinger 
18-Abigail Wilson 

Around the Parish  

hƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ммΣ нлмсΣ 
YŜƴƴŜŘƛŜ LǎƻōŜƭ !Ŏǳƴŀ ǿŀǎ 
ōŀǇǝȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘǎƻƴƎ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ YŜƴƴŜŘƛŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
ŀǊŜ YŀƴŘŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
!ŎǳƴŀΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ [ƛŀƳ ŀƴŘ 
[ƛƭƭƛŜΦ YŜƴƴŜŘƛŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘπ
ŜǊ ƛǎ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ .ƻȅƭŜΦ 

Birthdays  

January  

19-Patricia Petti 
 Caleb Hoyle 
20-Sylvia Beckelhimer 
21-Patricia Parsons-Tomita 
 Chuck Scheurer 
22-Payton Green 
 Mary Ostermeyer 
 Kenneth Schooley 
 Chris Epperson 
24-Tom Loveday 
 Julia Wilson 
 Holly Faux 
25-Shane Barger 
27-Emma Barger 
28-Kristie Golden 
 Pam Booker 
29-David Grazier 
30-Phoebe Sand 
 Jimmy Guinn 

WELCA News  
Christmas at Agape -Thanks to everyone 

who helped with the Christmas party at 

Agape on December 22. Special thanks to 

Phyllis Farst for her leadership with this 

project and her dedication to making 

Christmas a little brighter for the residents 

at Agape.  

All ladies of OSLC are invited to join one of 

our two circles listed below.  

Hannah Circle will meet on Monday, Jan-

uary 16 at 1pm at the home of Betty 

Chalkley -2310 Roseberry Lane, Johnson 

City. Betty will lead the discussion of chap-

ter 9 and 10 of Traveling Light by Max Lu-

cado. Refreshments will also be provided 

by Betty.  

Katie Circle will meet on Wednesday, 

January 25 at 10:30am in the church li-

brary. Pat Wolfe will discuss chapters 5 

and 6 of Traveling Light. Ladies are invited 

to bring their sack lunch and join in fellow-

ship after the meeting.  

¢ƘŜ άaŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘέ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ DƻƭŘŜƴ 
/ƻǊǊŀƭ ŀǘ у ŀƳΦ IƻǇŜ ǘƻ 

ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ тΦ 

Womenõs Grief Group 

ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀǘ сΥлл ǇƳ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нт ŀǘ CŀƛǘƘ 
!ƪƛƴϥǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ нфлт ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀƭƴǳǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ W/Φ !ƭƭ ǿƻƳπ
Ŝƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ CŀƛǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ тот-нпопΦ  

Prayer Shawl Group  

tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ мл ŀƳΦ  CƻǊ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ млǘƘΦ 



 мм 

¶ Ben and Janice Garrison for the gift of the Chrismon Tree.  

¶ all who helped decorate the Chrismon Tree.  

¶ Patty Wessner (Council Secretary), Kathy Robinson (Worship & Music) and Curtis Van Hoos-

er (Financial Secretary) for their excellent & faithful service to the congregation as leaders 

working with our Congregation Council this past year.  

¶ Ann Ottinger (Secretary), Barry Schnabel (Stewardship), Marcia Peters (Worship & Music), 

Ken Diehl (Financial Secretary), Lewis Wessner (returning as Youth Representative), Kathy 

Leonard (returning for Youth Ministry), Marcy Aaroen (returning for Christian Education), 

and Richard Koepper (returning as Treasurer). These were elected at the Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting on December 18.  

¶ everyone who attended the Annual Congregational Meeting.  

¶ Jay Stafford and Richard Koepper, who helped organize the proposed budget for 2017 

(approved at the December 18 meeting).  

¶ Cover Girls for their hard work making quilts that are shared all over the world through 

LWR. 

¶ all of our Grief Group and Grief Class folks ð our prayers continue with you during this need-

ful time of the year.  

¶ Marcy Aaroen and Sean Golden and our hard working Christian Education team for the 

amazing Childrenõs Christmas Program on December 11.  It was wonderful! 

¶ all our congregational committees for providing the meals for our Advent Sunday Evening 

services.  

¶ the Chancel Choir and special orchestra for their beautiful Christmas Cantata that they 

shared with us on December 18.  

¶ the Heartsong Band and the Chancel Choir for all their hard work on the Christmas Eve ser-

vices at 4 and 7 p.m.  

¶ the youth of OSLC for making goodie bags that were delivered to all the shut -ins of our con-

gregation.  

¶ the collating team that puts the monthly newsletter together.  

¶ our Altar Guild, for all the extra work that has to be done during Advent and Christmas.  

¶ Brenda Whitson and everyone who worked with our òGrace and Grind Outreach Ministryó as 

we handed out free coffee and hot chocolate on Saturday, December 10.  We did have a few 

people stop by on their way shopping!  

                                Parish and Staff  



 мн 

 *
b
i
r
t
h
d
a
y
s
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2
0
1
7

 

 
M
o
n 

T
u
e 

W
e
d 

T
h
u 

F
r
i 

S
a
t 

1
 

1
1

 a
m-

U
n

it
y
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

 *
B

a
rr

y
 F

e
tt

e
ro

lf
, 

K
e

lly
 B

a
lla

rd
, 

R
y
a

n
 F

re
e

m
a

n
, 

S
h
a

ro
n
 S

c
h
o

o
le

y
 

2
 

N
o

 P
D

O 

* 
H

a
y
d
e

n
 E

s
te

p
 

3
 

1
1

 a
m-

W
a

lk
/T

a
lk 

7
 p

m
-H

e
a

lt
h

 &
 W

e
ll
n

e
s
s
 

m
e

e
ti
n

g
 i
n

 l
ib

ra
ry 

 

4
  
  
  
 9
:0

0-
2
:0

0-
P

D
O 

1
1

 a
m-

P
ri
m

e
ti
m

e
s
 L

u
n

c
h

 

6
  
p
m-

U
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 H

u
d
d
le

 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
t 
P

ra
c
tic

e
 

7
 p

m-
C

h
o
ir
 P

ra
c
tic

e 

7
:0

0
 m

p
m-P

ro
p
e
rt
y
 m

e
e
tin

g
 

*P
a

u
l 
G

re
g

o
ry

, 
D

o
n
 M

c
G

a
u
g

h
e

y
 

5
 

1
1

 a
m-

W
a

lk
/T

a
lk 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
Y

o
g
a 

*M
a

rk
 H

a
rp

e
r

 

6
 

1
0

 a
m-

C
h

a
ir
 y

o
g
a 

  

7
 

 8
 a

m-
M
e
n
õ
s
 
P
r
a
y
e
r
 
B
r
e
a
k
f
a
s
t
 

@
 G

o
ld

e
n
 C

o
rr

a
l

 

 *A
m

b
e

r 
E

b
a

rb
 

8
 

1
0
 a

m-
S

u
n
d
a
y
  
S

c
h
o
o
l

 

1
1
 a

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
g
 (
H

C
)

 

*A
n
n
a

b
e

lle
 M

y
e

rs
 

9
 

 9
:0

0-
2
:0

0-
P

D
O 

1
0

 a
m-

C
o
v
e

r 
G

ir
ls 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
C

o
u

n
c
il
 M

e
e
ti
n

g 

7
 p

m
-N

A
M

I 
m

e
e

ti
n

g 
 *R

a
lp

h
 E

a
s
to

n
 

1
0
 

1
0

 a
m-

P
ra

y
e

r 
S

h
a

w 

1
0

 a
m-

F
ri
e

n
d

s
 i
n

 G
ri
e

f
 

l*
L

u
 M

a
tt

s
o

n
 

1
1
 

M
e
lt
in

g
 P

o
t 

9
:0

0-
2
:0

0-
P

D
O 

6
  
p
m-

U
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 H

u
d
d
le

 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
t 
P

ra
c
tic

e
 

7
 p

m-
C

h
o
ir
 P

ra
c
tic

e 

*J
e

n
n
if
e

r 
B

a
u
e

r
 

1
2
 

1
1

 a
m-

W
a

lk
/T

a
lk 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
Y

o
g

a 

  *S
a

m
m

y
 W

e
s
s
n
e

r
 

1
3
 

1
0

 a
m-

C
h

a
ir
 y

o
g
a 

*R
a

n
d
y
 P

a
rr

is
h

 

1
4
 

  

1
5

  
 

1
0
 a

m-
S

u
n
d
a
y
  
S

c
h
o
o
l

 
1
1
 a

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
g
 

 
1
:3

0
 p

m-
W

o
rs

h
ip

/M
u
s
ic 

*
M

a
ry

 K
a

y
e

 U
m

b
e

rg
e

r,
 K

e
it
h
 

D
is

o
n

 

1
6
 

9
:0

0-
2

:0
0-

P
D

O 

1
 p

m
-H

a
n

n
a

h
 C

ir
c
le 

 

1
7
 

 1
1

 a
m-

W
a

lk
/T

a
lk 

*J
a

c
o

b
 O

tt
in

g
e

r
 

1
8

  
  

 9
:0

0-
2
:0

0-
P

D
O 

  
  

   
 6
  
p
m-

U
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 H

u
d
d
le

 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
t 
P

ra
c
tic

e
 

7
 p

m-
C

h
o
ir
 P

ra
c
tic

e 

*A
b
ig

a
il 

W
ils

o
n

 

1
9
 

1
1

 a
m-

W
a

lk
/T

a
lk 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
Y

o
g

a 

 *P
a

tr
ic

ia
 P

e
tt

i,
 C

a
le

b
 H

o
y
le

 

2
0
 

N
e

w
S

e
n

s
e

 a
rt

ic
le

s
 d

u
e

 

1
0

 a
m-

C
h

a
ir
 y

o
g
a 

*S
y
lv

ie
 B

e
c
k
e

lh
im

e
r

 

2
1

 

*P
a

tr
ic

ia
 P

a
rs

o
n
s

-T
o

m
it
a

, 
C

h
u
c
k
 

S
c
h
e

u
re

r
 

 

2
2

  
 
 
 
 

 

1
0
 a

m-
S

u
n
d
a
y
  
S

c
h
o
o
l

 
1
1
 a

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
g
 (
H

C
)

 
 *P

a
y
to

n
 G

re
e

n
, 

M
a

ry
 O

s
te

rm
e

y
-

e
r,

 K
e

n
n
e

th
 S

c
h
o

o
le

y
, 

C
h
ri

s
 

E
p
p
e

rs
o

n
 

2
3
 

9
:0

0-
2

:0
0-

P
D

O 

1
0

 a
m-

C
o
v
e

r 
G

ir
ls 

 

2
4
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
1
:4

5
 a

m-
G

ri
e

f 
c
la

s
s
 t

o
 

lu
n

c
h 

*T
o

m
 L

o
v
e

d
a

y
, 

J
u
lia

 W
ils

o
n
, 

H
o

lly
 F

a
u
x

 

2
5

 
9
:0

0-
2
:0

0-
P

D
O 

1
0
:3

0
 a

m-
K

a
ti
e

 C
ir
c
le 

6
  
p
m-

U
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 H

u
d
d
le

 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
t 
P

ra
c
tic

e
 

7
 p

m-
C

h
o
ir
 P

ra
c
tic

e 

*S
h
a

n
e

 B
a

rg
e

r
 

2
6

  
  

1
1

 a
m-

W
a

lk
/T

a
lk 

6
:3

0
 p

m-
Y

o
g

a 

  

2
7
 

1
0

 a
m-

C
h

a
ir
 y

o
g
a 

6
 p

m
-G

ri
e

f 
G

ro
u

p 

 *E
m

m
a

 B
a

rg
e

r
 

2
8
 

*K
ri

s
ti
e

 G
o

ld
e

n
, 

P
a

m
 B

o
o

k
e

r
 

 

2
9
 
 

  

1
0
 a

m-
S

u
n
d
a
y
  
S

c
h
o
o
l

 

1
1
 a

m-
H

e
a
rt
s
o
n
g
 (
H

C
)

 

*D
a

v
id

 G
ra

z
ie

r
 

 

3
0
 

9
:0

0-
2

:0
0-

P
D

O 

 *P
h
o

e
b
e

 S
a

n
d
, 

J
im

m
y
 G

u
in

n
 

3
1
 

  

 
 

 
 



 мо 

 
�$�F�U�R�V�V 

¶ �� �����7�X�V�N�H�G���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V 

¶ �� �����3�O�D�Q�W�H�G 
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