November 2021

Dear Partners in Ministry
Worship Schedule
9:30am-Worship/communion
10:30am-Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/communion

Staff
Mark Cerniglia-Interim Pastor
Marcy Aaroen-Faith Formation
Carolynn Bailey, Music Director
Martha Hawk, Heartsong Music Dir.
Cindy Watkins, Office Admin.
Council and Officers
Ken Olander, President
Cassie McAllister, Vice President
Patty Wessner, Secretary
Susan Reaves, Treasurer
Karen Wilson, Fin. Secretary
Cheryl Milliken, Christian Ed.
Mitch King, Outreach
Gene Maddox, Finance
Cat Hopper, Social Ministry
Tom Marshall, Stewardship
Patti Hembre, Worship/Music
Ronda Keffer, Shepherd/Inreach
Gabe Aaroen, Youth Rep.
Our Saviour Lutheran Church
212 Sunset Drive
Johnson City, TN 37604
423-282-2313
Email: cwatkins@oslc.church
Web: www.oslc.church
News articles are due by November 22 to appear in December’s
NewSense.

November is the last month on the
Christian calendar. The month begins with the observance of All
Saints Sunday, reminding us that
we are all saints and that we remain
in one body with those saints who
have passed on before us. There is
a line in the hymn, “For All the
Saints,’ which reminds us:
We feebly struggle, they in glory
shine; Yet all are one in thee, for
all are thine.
On that particular Sunday, November 7, you are invited to bring in a
picture of saints you remember on
that day and place those pictures on
a table near the chancel. There will
also be a table with votive candles
for you to light in remembrance.
Two weeks later, November 21, we
will celebrate the last Sunday of
the church year with the feast of
Christ the King. It is also the Sunday before Thanksgiving, so we
will use it as our “Harvest Home,”
our homecoming day to return our
stewardship pledge cards and our
Time & Talent forms. Christ the
King Sunday focuses on the return
of Christ at the end of time to set
all things right and to gather all the
saints together—those present and
those who have gone before us—
into one body. As the Thanksgiving hymn, “Come, You Thankful
People, Come,” puts it:
For the Lord our God shall come,

and shall take his harvest home;
From his field shall in that day all
offenses purge away;
The remaining Sunday in the
month, November 28, the Sunday
following Thanksgiving, we begin
a new church year with the First
Sunday of Advent. That First Sunday of Advent continues the hopeful expectation of Christ’s return
even as we prepare to celebrate his
first advent as the baby Jesus, born
at Christmas. In that way, the last
Sunday of the church year blends
into the first Sunday of the new
calendar in a seamless circle, like
the Advent wreath. The circle is a
symbol of eternity, having no beginning or end. As saints, we believe that we are already a part of
God’s Kingdom by God’s grace.
Eternity has already begun for us,
as promised in our Baptism, and
though we face the transition from
one world to the next through
death, life does not end
See page 2

Purpose statement: “Make disciples and grow in grace.”
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Continued from page 1

I believe in…the holy catholic church, (which is)
the communion of saints,

for us. It is eternal.
For those of you who may not have been able to
attend worship for a while, I extend to you a special invitation to join us in homecoming for Harvest Home on Christ the King Sunday. The sacrament of Holy Communion is always a feast of
Thanksgiving for the ways in which God has
blessed us. That includes our giving thanks for all
the saints—those present and those who have
gone before us. As we say in the Apostles Creed:

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, (meaning OUR bodies)
and the life everlasting.
Shalom,
~Pastor Mark Cerniglia

Lutheran World Relief Report
Year

# Kits

Country for Kits

# Quilts

2014

83/25

2015

95/30

2016

300

2017

258

79

2018

200

Tanzania, El Salvador, Mau- 48
ritania

2019

200

2020
2021

Country for Quilts

58
41
Haiti

59

Honduras

72

Haiti

Ukraine, Mauritania

Haiti, Lebanon, Bahamas

COVID
261

39

Here are the 44 countries LWR often sends kits and quilts to: Angola, Armenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Burkina
Faso, Chile, Columbia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mauritania, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Peru, Rwanda, Senegal, Serbia, South Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, Uganda, Ukraine, Uruguay,
Yemen, Zambia
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Financial Recap: September 2021
Offerings & Expenditures

Actual
$ 29,843
22,119
$ 7,724
$ 7,724

Offerings
Total Operating Expenses & Other Items
Excess of Offerings over Operating Expenses
Special Items: Major Maintenance
Special Offerings: Capital Improvements
Special Items: Capital Expenditures
Excess of Offerings over Exp & Special Items

September 30 Balance Sheet

Assets
Operating Cash
Savings (Council-Restricted Cash)
Total Operating Cash
Endowment Funds
Other Donor-Restricted Cash
Total Cash
Facilities and Other Fixed Assets
Less Accumulated Depreciation
Net Fixed Assets
Total Assets

Month of September
Year to Date: 2021
Budget
Variance
Actual
Budget
Variance
$ 32,854
$ (3,011) $ 274,412 $ 295,682 $ (21,270)
31,077
8,958
223,634
291,973
68,339
1,777
5,947 $ 50,778
$
3,709 $ 47,069
4,200
4,000
(200)
52,000
(52,000)
27,661
(27,661)
$
1,777
$ 5,947 $ 70,917
$
(291) $ 71,208

$
$
$
$

116,154
147,180
263,334
40,425
85,380
389,139

$ 1,383,322
(1,001,738)
$ 381,584
$

Liabilities & Equity

Current Payables
Mortgages & Long-Term Debt
Other Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$

$

6,754
6,754

Equity

$

763,969

Total Liabilities & Equity

$

770,723

770,723

September offerings were less than the budgeted amount by just over $3,000. Yet our total income (mostly offerings)
exceeded our total outgo (expenses) by almost $6,000. The primary reasons for this were that (1) the actual expenses
for the Interim Pastor position were less than what had been budgeted for Total Pastoral Ministry; and (2) we had two
vacancies in budgeted-for staff positions: the Audio-Visual Specialist, and the Parish Nurse.
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Thoughts from the President of Council
I am about to end my 2 year term as President
of Council. When I was asked to take on this
responsibility, I knew it was the Will of God
to do it because my initial response to myself
was "NO!!!" The scriptures are full of examples of people who when God called them to
do His Will their initial response was "NO!!!".
Jonah even tried to run away from God's Will
for his life and God's response to that was to
have a fish swallow him and deliver him right
to where he was supposed to do his ministry.
Then when Jonah did what God asked him,
Jonah wasn't happy with the results that God
caused to happen through him because of the
hatred he had for those people and for the angry he had toward God for how God used him
which he displayed in a temper tantrum of self
-pity.
I do not have the attitude of Jonah. I am more
like Jeremiah who didn't want to proclaim
what God had for him to proclaim because the
suffering he had to endure. But the suffering
he endured was less painful than the burning
in his chest when he didn't speak it (Jeremiah
20:9). When I gave into God so I won't have
that burning in my chest,didn't mean I didn't
panic when I said yes.
The first council retreat I had with Pastor Nipper centered around the book, "How to Lead
When You Don't Know Where You're Going".
The premise of the book is how we naturally
react when we are in a situation as an organization when we realize we are not in control
of anything.
How prophetic that study was! We had the
pandemic start shortly after that retreat. We
lost our ability to gather as a community of
faith and maintain those connections that
come with fellowship. We have had problems
with broadcasting our worship services to
maintain some kind of connection electroni-

cally. We had Pastor Nipper retire. We had 4
members of council resign before their terms
were up on council. We are staying in the
black with our budget because we are not paying for a Parish Nurse or a Media Technician
which are in the budget and many other items
which we are not buying due to the church not
being open and completely functional. We
have lost touch with members who may never
come back when we are fully open and operating again. WE ARE DEFINITELY NOT IN
CONTROL OF THE SITUATION!!!
Besides giving the negative responses that organizations exhibit going through this experience due to our sinful nature, the book gives
position ways to react if we truly act on the
belief that GOD IS IN CONTROL OF THE
SITUATION. In fact, the book pushes the idea
that this is the way churches should operate at
all times - even during times of smooth sailing
when we think we are in control when in reality we aren't. Maybe it is a book that we
should study as a congregation in growing
spiritually as a body of Christ and in supporting the leadership of the church.
In learning to mountain climb one of the lessons is how to fall when tied in to a fellow
climber with rope who is belaying you. Everybody falls so it is important to know how to
do it so you don't get hurt. When you start
your fall, you are not in control of the situation. You natural response is to try to get in
control of the situation by grabbing the rope.
That is the worst thing you can do. As the
rope tightens to stop your fall, the rope sliding
through you hands will create second and
third degree burns on them. Your arms will be
stretched above your head so when the rope
tied into the harness you are wearing stops
your fall, you will be slammed into the rock
wall which will break your ribs or back and
give you a concussion even if you are wearing
Continued on next page
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Continued from page 5

a helmet. What you do instead is spread your
hands and legs and use them to bounce off the
wall as you fall so then at the end of the fall
your feet and legs will break the slamming
affect against the wall.
If we use the mountaineer lesson as a metaphor then God is the rope and our body is the
congregation. If we try to control God to get
what we want instead of what God wants to
give us, we are going to get hurt. We need to

learn to bounce off the wall during the fall.
We need to say "Yes" to things God is calling
us to do when we want to say "No". At the
end of the fall, we get to start climbing the
rock wall of ministry God has given this congregation to do in spreading His Kingdom in
this world. The work is not done but we may
have a better understanding of who is in control with that rope tied to us.

It's a Coming....
The Stewardship Committee is meeting this week to make plans for it presentation during the
month of November. The timeline for this presentation will begin on Sunday, November 7,
with the introduction of the Ministry Plan and the budget for 2022 in the open forum congregational meeting schedule for that day. The hope is to have the booklets of the Ministry Plan
and Budget together by Sunday, October 31, so you can pick them up at the church to read before the meeting. There will be temple talks on the Sundays of November 7 and 14 with the
Blessing of the Pledge Cards and Time & Talent Sheets on November 21 which is going to be
a promoted as a Homecoming Worship Service.
Our Time & Talent Sheets are going to be tabulated in a new way this year using Breeze, new
integrated software that has been implemented in the church office, so it will be easier for the
leadership of the congregation to access the data so you will not be ignored if you volunteer
for a ministry but never get contacted. It will be important that you fill out every ministry
you are involve with in the past as well as the ones you want to do in the future so we can
spread the responsibilities for ministry evenly throughout the congregation. This way everyone will feel part of the ministry working together without being overwhelmed and not placing
all the burden on a few individuals. It is important to remember that when Jesus is quoted using the word, "You" in the scriptures, it is always a plural "you" in the Greek - "you'll". Ministry is done together.

Our prayers to Deb and Larry Seifert for the death of their granddaughter who died in July.
Dale Cannon and family for the death of wife and mother, Joni Cannon.
The family of Trudy Blackmer-Mark and Joan Blackmer, and daughter Patricia McCormack.
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Council
Actions from the Council Meeting
Set the Date for the Annual Meeting for December 12th immediately after the Special Combined
Worship Service for Advent.

son City on November 27th from
6 to 6:30 P.M.
Chose Patty Neas to head up the
Nominating Committee for replacements on Church Council.

Chose People to contact to serve
on the Call Committee.

Maintaining the current practices
for safety during the pandemic.

Gave Blue Ridge Quilt Guild permission to use the Sanctuary for
the Annual Business Meeting.

The open forum congregational
meeting for November 7 will be
discussing the 2022 Budget and
Ministry Plan with members of
each ministry committee present
to answer questions and give de-

Accepted the invitation to serve
Hot Chocolate and homemade
cookies at the lighting of the
Christmas tree in downtown John-

Quilting Process
Lutheran World Relief distributed its first quilts in
1945 to families in war-torn Europe following the
Second World War. Within a decade, the ministry
was reaching around the globe to villages far removed from the world’s attention. Today, an average of 300,000 quilts are lovingly given worldwide each year.
The Cover Girls meet every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month from 10am-noon in fellowship hall. They make 4 quilts each meeting. Because everyone isn’t able to attend each meeting,
we are often short of help. Please consider joining
us those two hours.
Ways you can help:
Donate fabric and bed sheets (king and queen).
No Microfiber sheets please.
Volunteer to cut the fabric into 12 1/2 x12 1/2
inch squares. We provide the supplies. Helpers
now are Jannette LeSage, Sharon Harshman, and
Celia Martin.
Lu Mattson and Ann Welch pin 35 squares together in a symmetrical pattern.

tails about their goals. The purpose of this meeting is to help
make the Annual meeting to run
smoothly in developing the agenda and research any questions that
can't be answered so we can answer them before the annual meeting. We will have another open
forum meeting on December 5th
which may be a continuation of
this meeting since the annual
meeting is scheduled for December 12th.

Next the pinned quilt is sewn together by Jannette
LeSage, Ann Welch, Deborah Soike, and Karin
McCoy.
Three layers (quilt top, batting and sheet bottom)
are tacked to a frame. A person lays under the
quilt and pushes a needle with yarn into the 3 layers, while a person above the quilt ties the yarn
and cuts it. This is done for each square of the
quilt. Cover girls doing this step are Lu Mattson,
Beverly Gugliotta, Margie Gumm, Jannette LeSage,
Celia Martin, Annabelle Mason, Ann Welch, Pat
Wolf, Janet Ecklund and Tandy Hobbs.
The final stage is done by Jean Loveday who
binds the quilt so it has a nice looking edge.
Our quilts are given to graduating high school
seniors from Our Saviour, those in need in our
community, and to Lutheran World Relief for disaster relief. Those for LWR are bar coded so we
can find out where they go.
Wouldn’t you like to be a part of a mission that
helps people locally and worldwide? Why not consider offering your time to the Cover Girls? Some
of the steps in making a quilt described above can
be done at home.
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Information on Music Programs
In October Heartsong began the new worship schedule! Now you have the option to attend a Heartsong worship service each week and the band is hard at
work. We welcome the input of your talent and always want to hear what
songs are your favorites. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 6:00, we
strive to rehearse and still be wary of Covid safety protocols. We are excited
to share that some new music for Advent and Christmas seasons are being
prepared along with your favorites! Should you have any questions about the
music and worship plans, feel free to reach out to the church office or you may
contact me at c.hawkvocalstudio@gmail.com or 423-646-1233.
Martha Hawk

Musings from the Organ Bench
Happy greetings to all!
November looms in the near future as I write this post. What a wonderful month it is
with All Saints Day, time change, Thanksgiving, and the beginning of Advent; plus the incredible autumn days when your nose is nipped by the chill and sweaters/jackets feel
toasty!
Your choir is coming back in November. Our primary mission is to learn Christmas music
to heighten our praise to the Newborn King. We’ve secured two string players to assist
us, and I am confident that the season will be glorious with song!
Covid is still here, so proper protocols will be in place: singers’ masks and distancing. You are invited to join us. Rehearsals begin on November 6 at 10 a.m. (This is the
day that we set our clocks back one hour.) Each Saturday will find us rehearsing in the
choir room. December 12 is the day of the choir’s annual Christmas gift to the congregation.
Heartsong is in full swing! The music is exciting, the director full of spirit, and the band
members are dedicated. You are invited to come join us as we make a “new” song to the
Lord. We need singers and instrumentalists!
PDO sees Ms. Ann and Ms. Carolynn each Wednesday as we share in songs, finger plays,
and movement. What an inspiration this children are!
God is so good and has given innumerable opportunities for service. Maybe music will
be yours!
Blessings in the Lord, carolynn
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Birthdays and Such
3-Logan Hopper
Tandy Hobbs
5-Clint Estep
Shane Wilcox
7-Ken Avery
8-Tom Marshall
9-Cindy Gibson
10-David Chalkley
Pat Jones

11-Sharon Barger
Liam Rice
13-Cameron Wilcox
16-Josiah Flint
20-Rose Harper
23-Bailey Patrick
Bridget King
26-Betty Chalkley
27– Lennon Nipper

Cover Girls
Quilting meets on the second and forth
Tuesdays in November (9 and 23) from
10 am to noon. Masks are optional. No
quilting skill are needed. Contact Lu
Mattson at 928-4386 if you are interested
in helping.

Primetimers will meet at 11 am in the library on Wednesday, November 3
before heading out to Black Olive in Jonesborough.
Please RSVP, by replying to this email, so Tom Marshall knows how many
reservations to make, I’ll pass on the list to him.

WELCA Christmas Project – WELCA will sponsor
homeless children from the Johnson City School system for our Christmas Project this year. We will accept monetary donations in November to purchase
gifts for the selected children/families. If you would
like to make a monetary donation, please make the
check out to WELCA and write WELCA Christmas Project in the subject line of your check and
place in offering plate or you may give the check to
Cheryl Milliken, Patty Neas, Prudy Zinser, Lu Matson, or Beverly Gugliotta ( the WELCA Executive
Committee). We are working with Sydney Debusk,
the JC School Homeless Coordinator to identify the
needs. Thank you in advance for your generosity

with this project!
WELCA Circle – Our combined circle will meet on
Monday, November 15 at 1pm in the church library
to continue our study of Seamless. This is a very interesting Bible study and we encourage you to attend
if you are able.
The Prayer Chain is available when you have a request for prayer.
Your request goes out by One Call to everyone on our
Prayer Ministry. Please call or text Patty Neas at
(423)767-1139 when you have a request for prayers.
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News from Social Ministry
Food Pantry Needs
Monetary and food donations are always welcomed. Your donations make a difference in
many lives. Food items needed:
Crackers
Soup
Dry beans
Muffin mix
Potato flakes
Pasta
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit

Rice
Pop Tarts
Apple sauce
Hot/cold Cereal
Vienna Sausage
Canned anything
Oatmeal
Ramen noodles

Macaroni & cheese
Peas
Peanut Butter
Canned meat
Pancake mix
Dehydrated soup
Hamburger Helper
Paper grocery bags

Fourteen grocery bags were given out in October.

Melting Pot
Melting Pot served 500 meals for the
month of October. Our dates for cooking in November are the 10 and 17,
with prep dates on the 9 and 16.
We are in need individually wrapped
desserts. If you would like to help prepare food for the homeless, contact
Sharon Harshman at sharonharshman1@gmail.com.

Charity for November
Washington County Animal
Shelter
We are here for animals who are lost, surrendered, neglected or mistreated, and who
all deserve a chance with a loving family of
their very own. We provide a soft bed, food,
comfort, medical evaluation, medical treatment, and vaccinations for each animal in
our shelter. We place all animals who can
humanely and safely be adopted into a loving home. An incredibly dedicated staff,
generous volunteers, and donors ensure
every animal is given all the care and resources available to help them thrive in a
new, forever home.
Needs:
Dry food for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies
Canned food for dogs and cats
Cat and dog toys, chew toys for dogs
Cat Litter non-clumping
Dog and cat treats
Dog and cat crates
Shelter Needs:
Copy paper
Paper Towels
Hand Soap
Clorox Wipes

Bleach
Liquid laundry detergent
Dryer Sheets

A box are located in the hallway for your donations.

Blood Donation at the Marsh Center
All Types of blood are needed.
Call Marsh Regional Blood Center at 423-282-7090 for an appointment today
Mon & Thurs 10:30am-6pm; Tues, Wed & Fri-8:30am-4pm
2428 Knob Creek Road, JC, TN
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Thank You Church Members and Staff
...Thanks to Marcy Aaroen and Cassie McAllister for organizing the Halloween Trunk or
Treat ...and to the members that decorated trunks, provided candy, and helped out this year.
...Thanks to the congregation for all the candy donated for Trunk or Treat.
...Thanks to Cheryl Milliken for volunteering to finish the term of Sean Golden who resigned
from council’s Christian Ed. Ministry.
...thanks to everyone who helped with the visitation and service for Joni Cannon.
...thank you to our faithful congregation for supporting OSLC during this pandemic by attending whenever possible and giving to sustain us these 20 months.
...to our two very talented music directors, Carolynn Bailey and Martha Hawk and our choir
members and Heartsong band. It’s been tough
at times but you stayed true to the calling.
Volunteers for November
Financial Tellers
7-John Stamm, Sharon Raye
14-Karen Wilson, Mary Miller
21-Christy Huff, Janeen Pennell
28-Joe and Lu Mattson
Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for
the men and women who have served and defended
our country and the values of freedom and justice we
hold so dear. Help us be mindful of the sacrifices they
made and the hardship endured by their families and
friends, so that we may never take for granted the
privileges they have secured for us. Hear us, we pray,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
~from the ELW Prayerbook for the Armed Services
Friends,
Thank you for your support in helping us Stuff the
Bus! Our community is vital in helping our students
be successful. We are off to a great school year!
You are so appreciated!
Sydnee DeBusk and Madison Ashley
Church family,
Thank you so much for your generous donation to
the Washington County Isaiah 117 House!. Your
continued support is a blessing to us. The house
has been very busy, in Aug. and Sept. we have had
over 60 children. Your support allows us to lavishly
love each child that enters our Red Door. Thank you
for making a difference in their lives and changing
how their foster care journey begins! Rachel Denny,
program coordinator

Heartsong AV
7-Matt Hopper
14-Bob Hembre
21-Matt Hopper

Ushers
7-Barry Fetterolf and Tom Petti
14-Richard Keopper and Karin McCoy
21-Brian Patteson and Carmen Paulson
28-Duane Williams and David Hamilos

Heartsong
Doug Huff
Doug Huff
Maggie Flint

Lectors
7-Richard Koepper
14-Pat Wolf
21-Brenda Whitson
28-Diane Bolger

Heartsong
Maggie Flint
Chris Epperson
Faith Akin
Bob Hembre

Acolytes
7-Richard Koepper
14, 21, 28-Tom Marshall

Heartsong
Brinley Price
Audrey Price
21-Logan Hopper

Families of the Week
7-Ralph & Lea Easton; Seth, Kelly, Taylor, Ryan,
Connor Hall
14-Barbara Jernigan; Sean, Kristie, Aubrey Golden
21-Terry, Ann, Jacob, Chloie Ottinger; Lucy Rye
28-Jim & Pam Quillin; Ann Welch

Prayer Shawl Team
1st wk.-Beverly Gugliotta, Nancy Shilling, Patty Neas
2nd wk.-Lu Mattson, Celia Martin
3rd wk.-Cheryl Milliken, Trudy Blackmer, Betty Chalkley
4th wk.-K. McCoy, M.A. McGaughey, B. Hamilos
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Sun

9:30am-Worship/Communion
10:30am– Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/communion

21
9:30am-Worship/Communion
10:30am– Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/communion

*

14
9:30am-Worship/Communion
10:30am– Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/communion

*Ken Avery

7 Daylight Saving Time Ends
9:30am-Worship/Communion
10:30am– Sunday School
10:15 Open Forum
11:15am-Heartsong/communion

*birthdays

*

Becky Hamilos, Travis Hobbs

29
9-2-PDO

*

9-2-PDO
-5-9 yoga

22 News articles due

15
9-2-PDO
1 pm-WELCA Bible Study-library
5-9pm Girl Scouts

*Tom Marshall

9-2-PDO
6:30pm-Council meeting

8

*

1 All Saints Day
9-2 PDO
5-9 Girl scouts

Mon

6:30pm-W & M meeting

Cindy Out

30

*Bailey Patrick, Bridget King

10 am-Cover Girls

23

*Josiah Flint

Melting Pot Prep.am

16

*Cindy Gibson

9
1:
-Melting Pot Prep
10 am-Cover Girls

-2-PDO
11am-Primetimers
6pm-Heartsong rehearsal
7:00pm-Property mtg.

*

4

Cindy out

*

6pm-Heartsong rehearsal

24

*

6pm-Heartsong rehearsal

9-2-PDO

17 Melting Pot Del.

*David Chalkley, Pat Jones

9-2-PDO
6pm-Heartsong rehearsal
7:00pm-Property mtg.

Thu

*

*

25 Office Closed
Happy Thanksgiving

*

18

*Sharon Barger, Liam Rice

10 Melting Pot Delivery 11

*Logan Hopper, Tandy Hobbs

3

Wed

2

Tue

2021

*Betty Chalkley

26
Office Closed

*

19

10 am- Chair yoga

*

12

*Clint Estep, Shane Wilcox

5

Fri

*Lennon Nipper

6pm-Christmas tree lighting/ refreshments

10 am-Choir Rehearsal

27

*Rose Harper

10 am-Choir Rehearsal

20

*Cameron Wilcox

10 am-Choir Rehearsal

13

*

10am Choir rehearsal
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Sat

Living In Faith Together by Marcy Aaroen
Gratitude is the spiritual practice of seeing and celebrating the good in the world
around us. But in today’s age of social media and our 24/7 news cycle, it can be difficult to maintain the strength to be grateful. Afterall, we are bombarded on a daily basis with what is wrong in our world and in our lives. Learning to focus on the positive
things in our lives means we have to tune out the noise and be still… much easier
said than done! The good news is every time we practice gratitude we connect with
God, who is the source of all goodness in our lives. Each connection with God makes
it that much easier to get up the next day with an attitude of gratitude. I hope you
will join me this month in taking those baby steps towards strengthening your attitude of gratitude. Find a quiet spot each day, hang on to your Bible (not your Bible
app), and work your way through this month’s reading plan on thankfulness. Never
forget—God is good!!

I will be in the office each Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00-1:00
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2021 Children’s Christmas Program
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The children’s Christmas program
will be on Sunday, December 19. We have started planning the program but aren’t ready to announce specific details yet. Please watch
for my email in the next couple of weeks asking you to let me know
if your child(ren) will be able to participate in our program. If you
have any questions, please contact me at 483-0352 or faithformcoord@oslc.church.

2021 Downtown Christmas Tree Lighting
We are once again participating in the Johnson City Christmas Tree Lighting, which will be held on Saturday, November 27. We are going to need many hands to make
light work of the tasks that need to be completed. Please
consider volunteering for one or two of the following jobs:
· Immediate need: sign up to bake cookies—we need
them left in the kitchen no later than 6 pm on Friday,
11/26
· Friday, 11/26: help bag cookies from 6-8 pm
· Saturday, 11/27: meet at church to finish bagging
cookies and make hot chocolate; load vehicles for
transport; join us at the farmer’s market pavilion downtown to help hand out cookies as well as break down
our tables at the end of the night (7:30-8ish)
· Sunday, 11/28: meet at church in the morning to clean up the equipment
There will be a cookie sign-up on the table in the narthex beginning Sunday, October 31. You
can also call Cindy in the church office to let her know you would be willing to bake some
cookies. We need 100 dozen cookies without nuts for this event, which sounds like a
lot; but if 35 families each bake just one batch of cookies, we’ll be done. This is one of our
first Outreach opportunities since the pandemic so please consider helping us as we restart
reaching out in our community. If you have any questions, please see Cassi McAllister or call
the church office.
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