February 2022

Worship Schedule
9:30am-Worship/communion
10:30am-Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/communion

Staff
Mark Cerniglia-Interim Pastor
Marcy Aaroen-Faith Formation
Carolynn Bailey, Music Director
Martha Hawk, Heartsong Music Dir.
Cindy Watkins, Office Admin.
Council and Officers
Dave Soike, President
?????? Vice President
Patty Wessner, Secretary
Susan Reaves, Treasurer
Karen Wilson, Fin. Secretary
Cheryl Milliken, Christian Ed.
Mitch King, Outreach
????? Finance
Johm Stamm, Media/Technology
Barry Fetterolf, Property
Cat Hopper, Social Ministry
????? Stewardship
Patti Hembre, Worship/Music
Ronda Keffer, Shepherd/Inreach
Logan Hopper, Youth Rep.
????? Youth Ministry
Our Saviour Lutheran Church
212 Sunset Drive
Johnson City, TN 37604
423-282-2313
Email: cwatkins@oslc.church
Web: www.oslc.church
News articles are due by February
21 to appear in March’s NewSense.

Dear Partners in Ministry
When I was in college, I studied
Hebrew, knowing that I would
then go on to seminary. As part
of the course requirements, we
read the entire book of Ruth in
Hebrew. Well, it’s a short book…
and a very compelling story.
Ruth is one of four women
whose names appear in the genealogy of Jesus in the first
chapter of the Gospel of St.
Matthew. The fact that women’s
names were included in this genealogy is very interesting, because it was a patriarchal society
that was focused on males. The
other three women are Tamar,
Rahab, and Bathsheba. Also of
significance is that at least two
of the women—Ruth and Rahab—were not Jewish. That
means that the Messiah had nonJewish ancestors. The Jews were
constantly being reminded by
the Hebrew prophets that their
being “chosen” by God did not
mean special privileges, but rather special responsibilities to be
the light and the witness to all
the nations.
Also of interest is that all four
women were unconventional in
their relationships. Tamar disguised herself and seduced her
widowed father-in-law, Judah,

in order to bear children in the
name of her late husband, Judah’s son. When Judah accused
his daughter-in-law of adultery,
she exposed his hypocrisy, and
proved that she had actually followed the levirite law of their
society in bearing children in
her late husband’s name through
the aid of his male relative.
Ruth followed a similar pattern
and seduced her late husband’s
relative Boaz. Reading the story
in its original Hebrew is rather
eye-opening because it has been
somewhat sanitized in the English translation. Rahab was a
prostitute who helped the Hebrew spies escape during their
reconnaissance mission in Jericho. And Bathsheba had an
adulterous affair with King David, although the Bible is not
clear on whether Bathsheba was
a willing participant or a victim
of David’s sexual misconduct
because of his powerful position. #MeToo
Referring again to the book of
Ruth, I have always been kind
of amused when brides planning
their wedding would request the
famous Biblical quote from
Ruth 1:16-17 to be read at their
wedding:

Purpose statement: “Make disciples and grow in grace.”

See page 2
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Continued from page 1

Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I
will lodge;
Your people shall be my people, and your
God my God.
Where you die, I will die—and there will I be
buried.
I like to remind them that Ruth made this
pledge to her mother-in-law, not to her husband. It is not so much about romantic love as
about commitment to family and community.
The big date that dominates the month of
February is not my birthday, but Valentine’s
Day. Our culture bombards us with the need
to be partnered, to have A valentine. I wonder,
however, if we can be more expansive in our view
of love. Can we love our families, our church, our
community, our neighbors, our world?

demonstrate love and forgiveness in our interactions with one another as a model.
Back again to the book of Ruth. Ruth benefited from another Hebrew law that required
landowners to not harvest the grain that had
broken off and fallen to the ground. That was
to be left to feed the less fortunate. That’s
what enabled Ruth and her mother-in-law—
both widows—to be able to survive, by gleaning this fallen wheat and barley. When Boaz
observed them, he instructed his field hands
to drop additional grain on the ground to en-

In this picture you see me spending time with
three of my grandsons. When my first grandchild was born, one of my parishioners said to
me, “Becoming a grandparent is the one human experience that is not overrated.” I know
exactly what he meant by that.
We grandparents have more of an impact on
the younger generations than we realize. It is
sure that Ruth and Naomi had enough. It was
a loving way for Boaz to support them while
also maintaining their self-respect.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and
into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s
creative and redeeming word to all the world.
We commit ourselves to responsibility for
these children—to provide them a place where
they are welcomed in worship, to support the
Pastor and the Faith Formation Coordinator in
teaching them about the Christian faith, to encourage their parents to be faithful to the vows
they make at their children’s baptism, and to

Love observes the situation of our neighbors
and extends to them the help they need—
whether that is tangible, like food and shelter,
or simply encouragement. We work together
in this church community to have an even
bigger impact in loving others.
May you be blessed in love this month—
God’s unconditional love for you…and your
opportunity to pass love on to others.
Shalom,
~Pastor Mark:
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Council
January 10, 2022
Meeting led by Ken Olander and Dave
Soike on Zoom. Devotions led by Pastor
Cerniglia.
Gratitude and compliments: Thanks to
Ken Olander for his service as outgoing
council president.
The Property Committee for keeping
church organized
Sharon Harshman and the Melting Pot
cooks for providing meals.
Treasurers Report: Replacing signatories
on church’s checking account with David
Soike, president and Susan Reaves,
treasurer.

minutes
Finance Committee: Motion passed to change
8 line budget items to four on Media and Technology account.
Ministry Site Profile: Lacks goals. A draft will be
made and sent out for approval.
Property Committee: discussion for money
needed to replace heating system.
Christian Education: Cheryl Milliken and Marcy
Aaroen discussed upcoming events of Vacation
Bible School and safety concerns.
Worship and Music: Christmas services had
good turnout.
Social Ministry: looking into blood drive sponsored at the church. Waiting for Parish Nurse
position to be filled.

Blessings and a Music Note from Heartsong!
Despite the challenges and limitations of keeping us each safe during this pandemic, we continue to lift our voices to praise in the Heartsong services. For several weeks, our rehearsal time has been limited to a review and preparation at
10:30 on Sunday morning just prior to the service. We hope to be able to return
to Wednesday night rehearsals by February 16th but that is contingent on weather and pandemic surges. We are an open group and encourage you to join us to
lift your voice in praise and/or share your instrumental talents. Please feel welcome to contact me at c.hawkvocalstudio@gmail.com or 423-646-1233 with any
questions or suggestions.
Thank you,
Martha Hawk
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Financial Recap: December 2021
Offerings & Expenditures
Month of December
Actual

Regular Offerings

$

Excess of Offerings over Operating Expenses

Budget

41,336

Total Operating Expenses & Other Items

$

30,421
$

Year to Date: 2021

10,915

Variance

32,854

$

31,552
$

1,302

$

Actual

8,482

$ 386,709

1,131

306,057

9,613

$

80,652

Budget

$

Variance

394,242

$

(7,533)

388,864
$

82,807

5,378

$

75,274

Special Expenditures: Major Maintenance

-

1,000

1,000

4,200

6,000

1,800

Special Offerings: Capital Improvements

-

-

-

52,000

-

(52,000)

(622)

(27,661)
$ 101,413

Special Expenditures: Capital Expenditures
Excess of offerings over Exp & Special Items

$

10,915

$

302

$ 10,613

27,661
$ 100,791

$

December 31 Balance Sheet
Assets
Operating Cash

Liabilities & Equity
$

Savings (Council-Restricted Cash)
Total Operating Cash

152,613
146,371

$

298,984

Endowment Funds

41,734

Other Donor-Restricted Cash

71,056

Total Cash
Facilities and Other Fixed Assets

$

Total Assets

$

6,845

Mortgages & Long-Term Debt

-

Other Liabilities
Total Liabilities

$

6,845

$ 1,383,322

Less Accumulated Depreciation
Net Fixed Assets

411,774

Current Payables

(1,001,738)
$

381,584

Equity

$

786,513

$

793,358

Total Liabilities & Equity

$

793,358

We ended the year in solid financial shape, with Total Operating Cash and Savings on hand of just under $300,000, and
with no debt.

Offerings for the month of December weren't as robust as last December, but still exceeded the budget by $8,500. For
the full year, offerings were less than the budget by $7,500, or 1.9 percent. But 2021 offerings did exceed 2020 offerings by $4,000, or 1.0 percent.
For the month of December, we had a gain (i.e., Regular Offerings exceeding Operating Expenses and Other Items) of
just under $11,000. The budget had called for a gain of just $300.
For the full year, we had a total gain of just under $101,000, consisting of two components: Regular Offerings exceeding Operating Expenses and Other Items, by just under $81,000; and Special Offerings for Capital Improvements exceeding Capital Expenditures and Major Maintenance Expense, by $20,000. Operating Expenses were substantially below budget (by $82,800), due to the cost of an interim pastor being less than that of a permanent pastor; vacancies in
the Parish Nurse and Audio-Visual Specialist positions; and by other initiatives having been curtailed by the pandemic.
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Message from the Council president……
Hello, everyone. One of my
hobbies is astronomy so I like
to pay attention to the positions of the Sun, Moon, and
stars in the sky. During the
“dark of winter”, for about
three weeks on either side of
Christmas Day, the time of
sunrise in the morning does
not really change too much just a few minutes during this
whole time period. But now
we are entering the months
where each day, the sun rises
about one minute earlier and
over the course of a week or
two, you can really start to
notice the changes in the time
of sunrise and where the Sun
first along the horizon. I find
the motion of the heavenly
bodies to be comforting and a
sign of God’s hand in the creation of the universe.
Just as the sunrise changes,
changes will be occurring at
OSLC over the next few
months. The process of selecting a new minister will

move forward and some
church programs like the
Wednesday youth meetings
have been rejuvenated in
spite of the Omicron plague.
We as a church have also
started a fundraising campaign based on the results of
the congregational vote in
December. The goal is to
raise $85,000. This money
will be used to renovate the
two restrooms down the corridor from the fellowship
hall. These restrooms will be
handicap accessible in accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The exterior entrance near the fellowship hall will also be
changed. The brick retaining
wall will be removed and replaced by a metal railing. The
existing ramp will be retained
and will be resurfaced. The
current exterior door is a single door; this will be replaced
by a wider double door on the
recommendation of the fire
marshal. And finally, stairs

covered by an awning will be
added from the doorway
down to the parking lot.
Please consider making a gift
towards these projects as
your financial circumstances
will allow. If you make a gift,
please write OSLC Building
Capital campaign on your
check.
I would like to thank the congregational members who
have given me support and
encouragement as I begin this
adventure as the council president. It means a lot to me!
Finally, Pastor Mark has
started his study of the book
of Revelation in the fellowship hall between the two services on Sunday. Pastor is a
skilled teacher and I would
enthusiastically recommend
attending these sessions if
you can. Multiple people attended but the room could
hold more!
Sincerely, Dave Soike

We have a new Thrivent representative who is eager to
get to know us. Her name is Pam Rathbun and she
lives in Butler, TN. She will be at OSLC to present a
workshop along with Pastor Mark. Pam Rathbun will
talk about estate planning on Tuesday, February 22 at 10:00am. Pastor Mark
will talk about the plans for funerals form that we maintain in the church office.
Since February is “the month of love,” one of the most loving things you can
do is to plan for your survivors.
Pam is providing refreshments for the workshop, so please RSVP with Cindy
in the OSLC office.
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Cover Girls
Cover Girls usually meet on the second
and forth Tuesdays in a month, but in
February they will meet on the second
and third Tuesdays due to a conflict.
Meeting time is 10 am and the dates are
the 8 and 15. Masks are optional. No
quilting skill are needed. Contact Lu
Mattson at 928-4386 if you are interested in helping.

Lutheran Girls’ Lunch
Join the group for lunch at Brassa 51,
2059 Hamilton Place on February 23 at
11:45 am. Please RSVP to Sharon so she
can set up arrangements with the restaurant. To join our list for announcements email:
sharonharshman1@gmail.com
or call 423.282.0400

Primetimer’s Lunch will
be on Wednesday, February 2, at Portabella’s
on 1805 W. State of
Franklin Rd #400, We’ll
meet at 11:00 at OSLC’s library for a short
meeting and then head out to eat.
Please RSVP to Sharon Harshman at sharonharshman1@gmail.com.

Volunteers For February
Traditional
Financial Tellers
6-J. Stamm, S. Raye
13-K. Wilson, M. Miller
20-C. Huff, J.Pennell
27-Joe and Lu Mattson
Ushers
6-C. Paulson, B. Patteson
13-B. Fetterolf, R. Herman
20-D. Williams, R. Koepper
27-D. Hamilos, D. Soike

Lectors
6-Laura Patrick
13-Pat Wolf
20-Brenda Whitson
27-Carolynn Bailey
Acolytes
6 , 13, 20-Richard Koepper
27-Tom Marshall

Heartsong

Doug Huff
Matt Hopper
Doug Huff
Doug Huff
Bob Hembre
Faith Akin
Chris Epperson
Maggie Flint
6-Audrey Price
13, 27-Logan Hopper
20 Brinley Price

Families of the Week
6-Jed, Lori, L.J., & Ruby Seahorn; Mandy & Grady
Widener
13-Carmen & Mary Jane Paulson, Rose Harper
20-Kent & Lisa Smithgall; Janice Miller
27-Travis & Tandy Hobbs; Phoebe Sand

Unity Circle – Our combined Circle (now
named Unity) will meet on Monday, February 21 at 1pm in the church library. The
topic and leader will be determined soon
and you will be emailed to all participants.
If you would like to be on the email list,
please contact Sharon Harshman ( sharonharshman1@gmail.com) and she will add
you to the list.
Plans for the next few months will be
made at this meeting so it will be important for all who have an interest to
come. Hope to see you there!!
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WE NEED YOUR HELP ON OUR
JOURNEY WITH JESUS
We still need volunteers to
help with the devotional
we are assembling for our
church family to use during the Lenten season.
Lent begins March 2 so
we need to get to work!
We are looking for people who would be
willing to write a short devotion for each of
the Bible passages listed below:
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 (Mission of the Seventy)
Luke 10:21-24 (Jesus Rejoices)
Luke 13:6-9 (Parable of the Fig Tree)
Luke 13:18-21 (Two Parables)

Luke 13:31-35 (Lament over Jerusalem)
Luke 14:34-35 (Salt)
Luke 16:1-13 (The Dishonest Manager)
Luke 17:20-37 (Coming of the Kingdom)
Luke 18:35-43 (Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar)
Luke 19:45-48 (Jesus Cleanses the Temple)
If you are willing to be a part of this Lenten
project, please call the church office (2822313) or email Marcy at faithformcoord@oslc.church with the bible passage
you would like to cover. All devotions must
be submitted by Sunday, February 13. If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor
Mark or Marcy Aaroen.

VBS 2022
Bible Story Time @ OSLC
We are excited to offer a new format for VBS this summer. Instead of the week-long format used in the past, we are going to
host story times during the months of June and July. Each story
time will last for 60-90 minutes and include a Bible story, music,
a related activity, and snack.
Details will be posted in the coming weeks but right now we are looking for six volunteers
willing to share their favorite Sunday school Bible story with our youngest church members
and PDO families. If you would be willing to read your favorite Bible story, please contact
Marcy Aaroen at 423-483-0352 or faithformcoord@oslc.church.
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Birthdays and Such

Birthdays

3-Dee Freeman
Susan Reaves
Braxton Bentley
4-Jay Stafford
Whitney Collins
5-Karen Vitale
Camden Arredonedo
6-Tedd Stephens
Ken Olander
11-Taylor Nipper

12-Mickey Leonard
Patty Neas
13-John Stamm
14-Claire Diehl
15-Deb Soike
Lucy Arredondo
Sophia Pennell
Cassie McAllister
17-Lisa Hebert

18-Bob Hembre
19-Gene LeSage
20-James Brunke
22-Mary Alice Nipper
Lucy Terry
25-Nick Arredondo
Caleb Wilcox
Natalee King
26-Jim Nipper
27-Dorla Brunke
Tosha Shilling-Nolan

MARDI GRAS BEIGNETS
Due to pandemic precautions, we will
not be able to have the Pancake Supper
Youth Fundraiser for Fat Tuesday, March
1. However, the youth will be serving
New Orleans style beignets after both
worship services on February 27, the
Feast of Transfiguration. Donations towards the Youth Ministry
summer plans are greatly appreciated.
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Musings from the Organ Bench-February 2022
Greetings and “namaste” to you in the name of our Lord.
If I were to greet you with the Indian “namaste,” please be assured that I am greeting you with
reverence and respect. The most common meaning of namasté is “The divine light in me bows
to the divine light within you.”
There are also other ways to interpret the word:
· I honor the place in you where the entire universe dwells.
· I bow to the place in you that is love, light, and joy.
· When you and I bow to our true nature, we are one.
· My soul recognizes your soul.
· We are the same, we are one.
· I honor the place in you that is the same as it is in me.
(Taken from the meaning of namaste; https://chopra.com/articles/learn-the-meaning-ofnamaste; August 25, 2019, Karson McGinley.
No matter how you definite the word “namaste,” it certainly opens us to the Divine love and
awareness placed in each of us.
During these continued months of pandemic protocols, be warmed and encouraged by Jesus’
words in Luke 12: 22-34; summed in 32; “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.
In a recent sermon, Pastor Mark reminded us that the phrase “fear not” is used 365 times in the
Bible. As my general practitioner/physician once reminded me, “God’s got this.” (I even have
a button to prove it!)
John Rutter set this old Irish blessing to marvelous music! Google it! You will be glad you did!
Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the gentle night to you.
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world to you!
An old Irish blessing

Reverence Before
We Worship
OSLC broadcasts worship celebrations each week. Please be
worshipful the ten (10) minutes
prior to the service. This will
set a mood for in-person worshipers as well as those receiving the broadcast.
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News from Social Ministry
Charity for February

Food Pantry Needs
Monetary and food donations are always welcomed. Your donations make a difference in
many lives. Food items needed:
Crackers
Soup
Dry beans
Muffin mix
Potato flakes
Pasta
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit

Rice
Pop Tarts
Apple sauce
Hot/cold Cereal
Vienna Sausage
Canned anything
Oatmeal
Ramen noodles

Macaroni & cheese
Peas
Peanut Butter
Canned meat
Pancake mix
Dehydrated soup
Hamburger Helper
Paper grocery bags

Twelve grocery bags were given out January.

Melting Pot
Our dates for cooking in February are
the 9 and 16, with prep dates on the 8
and 15.
We are in need individually wrapped
desserts. If you would like to help prepare food for the homeless, contact
Sharon Harshman at sharonharshman1@gmail.com.

Manna House
Founded in 1998 by Fairview Housing, a faithbased 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization, The Manna House is a supportive housing program offering our friends and neighbors with challenges of
substance abuse, chronic homelessness and mental health needs a safe and supportive environment to call home. The primary purpose of our
house is to provide an atmosphere of honesty,
integrity and healing. We will not allow any one
individual to compromise the good of our house
by violating the ideals we work hard as a house to
achieve. We seek to walk one day at a time journeying toward wholeness. In order to continue in
this tradition, we must never allow ourselves to
be fooled into believing that half-efforts will avail
us anything but half-results and that striving for
less than positive sobriety and productivity will
lead us to disaster.
Needs:
Cleaning Supplies
Lotion
Paper towels
Soap
Toilet Paper
Razors
Toothbrushes
1st aid supplies
Shampoo
Paper goods
A box is located in the
hallway for your donations.

Blood Donation at the Marsh Center
All Types of blood are needed.
Call Marsh Regional Blood Center at 423-282-7090 for an appointment today
Mon & Thurs 10:30am-6pm; Tues, Wed & Fri-8:30am-4pm
2428 Knob Creek Road, JC, TN
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Sun

7
9-2-PDO
6:30pm-Council mtg.
5-9pm-Girl Scouts

Mon

5-9pm-Girl Scouts

21 Newsletter articles
due
9-2-PDO
1pm-Unity Circle mtg.

*Dorla Brunke, Tosya Shilling-Nolan

28
9:30am-Worship/Comm.
9-2-PDO
10:30am– Sunday School 6:00 pm-NAMI
11:15am-Heartsong/comm

20
9:30am-Worship/Comm.
10:30am– Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/comm.

6
9:30am-Worship/Comm.
10:30am– Sunday School
10:30 am-G & A Council
11:15am-Heartsong/Comm.
12:00 Confirmation class
*Tedd Stephens, Ken Olander
13
14 Valentine’s Day
9:30am-Worship/Comm.
9-2-PDO
10:30am– Sunday School
11:15am-Heartsong/comm
*Claire Diehl
*John Stamm

*birthdays

Ground Hog Day

23

9-2-PDO
6:30pm-Heartsong
Rehearsal??

16
Melting Pot

9-2-PDO

Melting Pot

9

9-2-PDO
11am-Primetimers
6pm-Youth Meeting
7:00pm-Property mtg.

2

Wed

29

10 am-Thrivent mtg. 9-2-PDO
11:45 Lutheran Girls
Lunch
*Mary Alice Nipper, Lucy Terry
6:30pm-Heartsong
Rehearsal ??
11:30 am-Walk/Talk

15
Melting Pot Prep.am
10 Cover Girls
*Deb Soike, Lucy Arredondo,
Sophia Pennell, Cassi McAllister
22

8
Melting Pot Prep
1:
10 am-Cover Girls
-

6:00 pm-W & M
Meeting via Zoom

1

Tue

2022

24

*Lisa Hebert

17

10

Braxton Bentley

*Dee Freeman, Susan Reaves,

3

Thu

Natalee King

*Nick Arredondo, Caleb Wilcox,

25

*Bob Hembre

18

*Taylor Nipper

11

*Jay Stafford, Whitney Collins

4

Fri

*Jim Nipper

10 am-Choir Rehearsal

*Gene LeSage
26

19
10 am-Choir Rehearsal

*Mickey Leonard, Patty Neas

10 am-Choir Rehearsal

*Karen Vitale, Cam Arredondo
12

10 am-Choir Rehearsal
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Sat

Living In Faith Together
TRUSTING GOD IN THE DARK
“Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for
your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to
Him than they are? Can all your worries add a single moment to your
life?” (Matthew 6:26-27, NLT)

We all experience ups and downs in our lives. While it is easier
to trust God during good times, it can be difficult during times
of turmoil. However, if we can learn to trust Him, His unchanging character will provide us with the firm foundation needed
to steady us when our lives leave us feeling shaky.
What does it mean to trust God? It means we make a conscious decision to have faith in what God says even when our
feelings or circumstances would have us believe something
different. This decision becomes important because God never changes… He is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow
so is worthy of our trust every day.

BIBLE READING PLAN
Feb. 1 Isaiah 50:10

2

Daniel 6:1-9

3

Daniel 6:10-24

4

Proverbs 3:1-8

5

Psalm 22:1-11

6

Psalm 62:1-12

7

Psalm 37:1-9

8

Psalm 31:14-20

9

2 Kings 18:1-8

February’s reading plan is meant to help you strengthen your
trust in God. Here are some things to keep in mind if you
choose to undertake this month’s plan:

10 Psalm 118:1-14

1. Seek the truth in scripture—there is no better place to turn
than God’s word when you are facing turmoil in your life

12 Psalm 115:1-9

2. Confess your weakness to God—you will struggle with your
trust from time to time so don’t be afraid to tell God what
you are feeling and ask Him for help
3. Spend time with God—carve out time each day to read
your Bible and pray
4. Look for things to be grateful for—acknowledging the
blessings in your life will help reinforce God’s steady presence in your day-to-day existence

11 Isaiah 26:1-8

13 Psalm 115:10-18
14 Psalm 40:1-8

15 Psalm 25:1-7
16 Psalm 112:1-10
17 Psalm 143:1-12
18 Proverbs 16:20

5. Walk with the Holy Spirit—He may not always show you
the big picture, but He will lead you in the right direction if
you let Him into your life
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