August 2022

Worship Schedule
9:00am-Worship/communion
10:30am—Heartsong/communion

Staff
Ingrid Schalk-Guest Pastor
Marcy Aaroen-Faith Formation
Carolynn Bailey, Music Director
Martha Hawk, Heartsong Music Dir.
Cindy Watkins, Office Admin.
Council and Officers
Dave Soike, President
?????? Vice President
Patty Wessner, Secretary
Susan Reaves, Treasurer
Karen Wilson, Fin. Secretary
Cheryl Milliken, Christian Ed.
Mitch King, Outreach
????? Finance
Johm Stamm, Media/Technology
Barry Fetterolf, Property
Cat Hopper, Social Ministry
????? Stewardship
Patti Hembre, Worship/Music
??? Shepherd/Inreach
Logan Hopper, Youth Rep.
????? Youth Ministry
Our Saviour Lutheran Church
212 Sunset Drive
Johnson City, TN 37604
423-282-2313
Email: cwatkins@oslc.church
Web: www.oslc.church
News articles are due by July 21 to
appear in August’s NewSense.

Property Committee Information
Capital improvement campaign: When we envisioned
the Capital Campaign last
fall to renovate the hallway
restrooms and update the
rear entrance, we solicited
bids from several contractors
to get a baseline for requesting donations from the congregation. The resulting bids
gave us an objective of
$85,000 to $100,000 to complete the improvements. By
February, after generous
congregation donations met
our goal, the contractors requested an opportunity to
update their bids based on
changed material and labor
costs. The updated bids increased by about 50% over
the original numbers and
some contractors declined
the opportunity to work on
our projects. We are currently working with the same
contractors to try to reduce
their estimates and with

some new ones to get lower
costs that are more in line
with our fund balance.
Other highlights of Property
Committee activities:
•

In keeping with Synod
recommendations for secure records storage, we
removed 24 boxes of obsolete material for shredding. We will purchase
four fire proof file cabinets
to store critical Church
records such as birth,
death, baptism, confirmation records, Church
membership rolls, building blueprints, mortgage
records, seven years of
financial records and insurance documents.

•

In response to concerns
for building air quality, we
have engaged a company
to test and analyze air
samples throughout the
See page 2

Purpose statement: “Make disciples and grow in grace.”
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building for hazardous materials.
•

We hired a contractor to repair the
overflow parking lot and apply sealant
and new markings throughout all parking areas.

•

We have created a Capital Fund Accrual List to identify the money needed
to replace or repair some thirty seven
items in our Church such as roofing,
exterior and interior paint, carpet,
downstairs flooring, HVAC units, hot
water heaters, kitchen appliances,
etc. The list will enable us to accumulate needed funds to replace the item
when they reach expected need dates.

•

We have secured contractors to remove dead trees, repair the leaking
roof, wash windows, perform cleaning
services, replace HVAC equipment
and do routine building and landscape
maintenance.

•

Our committee members routinely do
monthly checks of fire extinguishers
and emergency lighting, replace detector batteries, replace burned out light
bulbs and respond to needed maintenance throughout the building and
grounds.

Below is a list of items the Parents
Day Out program could use. Please
drop items into the labeled bin in
the hallway. Thank you so much for
your support.

The Worship and Music Committee
finalized a starting date for Sunday
School beginning on Sunday, August
14. In order to accommodate Sunday
School, the Worship and Music Committee would like to make a slight
change to the Sunday morning
schedule. The proposed schedule beginning on August 14 is as follows:
Traditional Service—9:00 am
Sunday school—10:00 am
Heartsong service—10:45 am

Boys toddler clothes
Washable paint
Construction paper
Sanitizing wipes
Sanitizing spray
White card-stock paper

Tissues
Baby wipes
Coffee filters
Paper plates
Hand sanitizer
Google eyes
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August always seems to
be a pivotal month in the
year for me. This is
probably because
schools start back into
session and for most
families the school calendar determines much
of your life’s schedule,
both for students and parents. So when the
days of August arrive, every student soon
learns that summer is over and it’s back to
school time. Even if you are far beyond
school age, the memories of August might remain with you. For our church, the OSLC
Sunday schools for children and adults also
start anew beginning on August 14. Our Faith
Formation Director March Aaroen is thankful
for the positive response she received from
multiple congregational members who have
volunteered to teach various classes!
For those of you who may not already know,
our pastoral candidate has informed us that
she decided to withdraw from further consideration to be our pastor. This was a disappointment but we now must move on. After
discussion with Pastor Jonathan Hemphill at
the Southeastern Synod headquarters, the plan
moving forward is as follows: 1) continue to
pray for guidance and re-engage the Call
Committee to review potential candidates, 2)
continue to obtain “supply’ pastors through
the month of September to lead our Sunday
worship services and 3) consider entering into
a contract with an interim pastor for October
through December (similar to our contract
with Pastor Mark). Your prayers for guidance

and patience are appreciated! As more information becomes available, I will keep the
congregation informed.
Pastor Ingrid Schalk has led our worship services for the first four Sundays of July. She
has also kindly agreed to lead our services on
August 7, 14, and 28. Pastor Schalk and her
husband Tim drive to Johnson City from
Loudon, TN on Saturday afternoon and return
home on Sunday. Thank you, Pastor Schalk!
Elsewhere in this edition of the NewSense is
a message from Barry Fetterolf describing the
activities of the Property Committee so far in
2022. Much has been accomplished and I
think the landscaping, parking areas, courtyard and the whole interior and exterior of the
church all look exceptionally good!
On Sunday, July 31, there will be only one
church service starting at 10:00AM. This is
our special Service of the Word where we ask
God’s blessing for all of our students of all
ages and also anyone who works in a school
system. More details are available in other reports in this newsletter.
Thanks again to everyone who keeps our
church and our activities and ministries going
in these difficult times in our nation and in
our world.

Peace to all,
Dave Soike
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Council
July 11, 2022
Devotions by Karen Wilson.
Gratitude and compliments:
...Ken Olander for his tireless work in the
sound room
...Heartsong Band for standing in front of
church every Sunday with tremendous dedication.
...Dave Soike for persevering a thankless
volunteer job with many twists and turns.
...Patti Hembre, Deb Soike, and Maggie Flint
for straightening up the Sacristy and tending to Altar Guild needs.
...James McAllister and Gabe Aaroen for

the help with our Melting Pot Ministry
this month.

Coordination.
...our members and visitors who faithfully attend
and/or watch our church services.
Treasurer’s report: Total roof repair cost will be
$12,000.
Finance Committee–changing software from Quick
Books to Atlas beginning January 2023.

Media and Technology—Working with Mark Walters from ETSU to help us with sound quality and a
friendlier sound board.
Property Committee: See front page.
Worship and Music: need two people to work in
A/V room for each service.
Old Business—Capital Campaign has 110 K for
back entrance and bathroom.

...Chris Epperson, Kathy Baker, Deb Soike,
Cheryl Milliken, and Lilly McAllister for
helping this month with our Bible Summer
Story Time
...Marcy Aaroen for Bible stories, youth
gatherings, helping out in PDO when needed and still doing her job as Faith Formation

New Business–Funds were approved for sealing
the parking lot. Bishop coming September 25 to
celebrate our 65th anniversary. Need a committee
to organize this event.
Next meeting is August 8, 2022 at 6:30 pm.
Dave Soike closed in prayer.

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS

September 11

Our focus this year is local homelessness. If you have
ideas for projects we can incorporate into our God’s
Work, Our Hands service day, please contact Marcy
at faithformcoord@oslc.church or 423-483-0352.
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Financial Recap: May 2022
Offerings & Expenditures
Month of May
Actual

Regular Offerings
1,370

$

Total Operating Expenses & Other Items
39,680
Excess of Offerings over Operating Expenses
$ (2,725)
$
41,050
Capital Improvement Fund
100,553
-

33,850

Budget

$

25,243
$

8,607
45,248

Year to Date

$

32,609

Variance

$

Actual

1,241 $ 164,413

34,321

9,078

126,088

(1,712)

$ 10,319

38,325

-

Budget

$

Variance

163,043

$

165,768

45,248

100,553

May 31 Balance Sheet
Assets
Operating Cash

Liabilities & Equity
$

Capital Improvements Fund
Endowment Funds

Facilities and Other Fixed Assets
1,383,322

$

134,892
$

Other Donor-Restricted Cash
Total Cash

296,691
5,306

41,869
-

75,538
$

548,990

$

Current
Payables

$

5,306

The Capital Improvements Fund continues to achieve substantial progress. May donations to the fund were $45,248,
and, since it commenced last year, giving has totaled just under $135,000.
Our Treasurer, Susan Reaves, explained a special $15,000 donation which came in during May: "The special gift was
donated for the new pastor to buy whatever they need to set up their new office... e.g., computer, furniture, etc. Any
leftover funds are to be put into the Pastor’s Discretionary fund, per the donor."
May's regular offerings exceeded the budget by $1,241. Year to date regular offerings are only $1,371 behind the budget, or less than a percentage point.
Operating Expenses and Other Items for May were favorable to the budget by just over $9,000, due to the same factors
we've been seeing each month: Vacancies in the Parish Nurse and Audio / Visual positions, and favorable variances in
such areas as Interim Pastor expenses, Property Expense, and Technology Expense.
OSLC's total cash position continued strong, with $486,651 on hand as of the end of April.

Prepared by Gene Maddox, Chair of the OSLC Finance Committee, from financial statements prepared by Treasurer Susan Reaves .
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Volunteers for 9:00 am service
Date

Lector

Usher

Acolyte

Tellers

Family of the week

August 7

L. Patrick

C. Paulson/ B.
Patteson

Susan Reaves

Raye, Stamm

Kevin & Linda Schutt; Bill & Geri Ewing

August 14

D.Williams

R. Koepper/
S.Vicars

Susan Reaves

Miller, Wilson

Barry & Helen Fetterolf ; David & Betty
Chaukley

August 21

R. Koepper

B. Fetterolf/T.
Petti

Tom Marshall

Huff, Pennell

Jim & Dorla Brunke; Irene Ackley

August 28

P. Wolf

T. Pennell/D.
Hamilos

Tom Marshall

Mattsons

David & Becky Hamilos; Erma Booker

Volunteers for 10:30 am service
Date

Lay leader

Usher

Acolyte

A/V Room

July 3

Dave Soike

Doug Huff

Brinley Price

Bob Hembre

No Report.
July 10

Chris Epperson

Maggie Flint

Aubrey Price

Bob Hembre

July 17

Bob Hembre

Doug Huff

Logan Hopper

Matt Hopper

July 24

Maggie Flint

Doug Huff

Brinley Price

Bob Hembre

July 31

Cover Girls

Cover Girls meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays in each month. Meeting time is 10
am and the dates are August 9 and 23. Masks are optional.
No quilting skills are needed. Contact Lu Mattson at 928-4386 if you are interested in
helping.

To Barbara Diehl and family for the
loss of her husband, Ken Diehl. Ken
held many positions at Our Saviour
and in the community.
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Sunday School Volunteers
If you volunteered to help with the children’s Sunday School ministry this year, please plan on attending an orientation meeting on
Sunday, August 7 in between our worship services. We will meet in
Fellowship Hall. At this time, Marcy will review the classroom setup, calendar, and curriculum as well as answer any questions you
may have. We will need all new volunteers to fill out a form for our
Safe Sanctuary background check.
If you have been praying about this ministry and would still like to volunteer, it’s not too late.
Please contact Marcy at faithformcoord@oslc.church or 423-483-0352.

LIFT PK5 begins Sunday, August 14, between services
for children in PreK through Gr. 5. Class is held in the
nursery.
Parent Meeting on Sunday, August 14, between services in Fellowship Hall
LIFT612 begins Wednesday, August 17, from 6:307:30 for students in Grades 6-12.

“You Got This” Back 2 School Blessing
Sunday, July 31, at 10 a.m.

Worship & Music and Faith Formation collaborated on a special service for our students of ALL ages and members who
work in a school district. The purpose of this service is to let them know that with God by their
side and with their church family lifting them in prayer “THEY GOT THIS.” We are asking these
members to bring backpacks, laptops, and workbags to church as we will be blessing these
items during the service. We are going to include all members of OSLC by asking them to pick
up a card preprinted with the name of a student or teacher and then pray for that person in
the following days and weeks.
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Birthdays and Such
1-Debbie Seifert
William Sanchious III
4-Maryn Hopper
5-Kennedie Acuna
5-Eversyn Ebarb
9-Vivian Ross
13-John Anderson
14-Lea Easton
15-Dale Cannon

17– Pat Keffer
18-Faith Akin
20-Susan Marshall
Collette Forsman
21-Cheryl Milliken
Jean Loveday
Rob Bailey
22-Karen Wilson
23-Barbara Rupert

Liam Acuna
24-Janeen Pennell
Jennifer Akin
26-Suzanne Merritt
27-Jenny Bailey
28-Debora Brown

Birthdays

Lutheran Girls’ Lunch
On Tuesday, August 23, we will meet at Cranberries at 11:30 am.
To join our list for announcements email:
sharonharshman1@gmail.com
or call 423.282.0400

Primetimers will meet
in the library at 11:00
on Wednesday, August
3, for their annual indoor picnic.
Please RSVP to Sharon Harshman at
sharonharshman1@gmail.com or call
423-282-0400.

Health Care Kits
On August 16 at 10 am, WELCA is
meeting to put together the health care
kits for shipping.
If you can help, please contact Lu
Mattson at 423-928-4386 and let her
know.

Just a few reminders for this month---· Our WELCA Executive Committee will
meet on Monday, August 15 at 1PM in the
Church Library
· We will meet on Tuesday, August 16 at
10AM in the Fellowship Hall to put together
our Personal Care kits
And reminders for September---· WELCA Sunday will be September 11
(speaker to be announced soon!)
· Unity Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 19 at 1PM in the Church Library to begin
our next study of The Chosen
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News from Social Ministry
Food Pantry Needs
Monetary and food donations are always welcomed. Your donations make a difference in
many lives. Food items needed:
Crackers
Soup
Dry beans
Muffin mix
Potato flakes
Pasta
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit

Rice
Pop Tarts
Apple sauce
Hot/cold Cereal
Vienna Sausage
Canned anything
Oatmeal
Ramen noodles

Macaroni & cheese
Peas
Peanut Butter
Canned meat
Pancake mix
Dehydrated soup
Hamburger Helper

Twenty five boxes were given out in July.

Melting Pot
Our dates for cooking and delivering
in August are 9 and 10, with prep
dates on August16 and 17
We are in need individually
wrapped desserts and boxes to
take the food to Munsey Memorial.
If you would like to help prepare food
for the homeless, contact Sharon
Harshman at sharonharshman1@gmail.com.

Charity for August
Isiah House 117
When children are removed from their home, they
are brought to the Department of Children’s Services offices to await placement with a foster family. This can be several hours to nearly a full day.
These children often have nothing with them and
are scared, lonely, hungry, and often dirty.
“Isaiah 117” provides a comforting home where
these children have safe, friendly, and loving volunteers who provide them with clean clothes,
smiles, toys, and nutritious meals. This house allows children to receive the comfort and care they
need while DCS staff do the necessary paperwork
and identify a good foster placement.
They ask for your support for this important
cause.

Cleaning supplies: mops, broom, buckets, toilet bowl cleaner, detergent, bleach.

Paper products: towels, toilet paper, facial
tissue, paper places, cups and plastic utensils.
Bath needs: Towels, hand towels, wash
clothes.
Trash bags of all sizes.
Gift cards to grocery stores, Walmart, Target,
etc.

Blood Needed
All Types of blood are needed.
Call Marsh Regional Blood Center at 423-282-7090 for an appointment
today
Mon & Thurs 10:30am-6pm; Tues, Wed & Fri-8:30am-4pm
2428 Knob Creek Road, JC, TN
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Our Saviour
Luther an
Church
Needs You
Altar Guild Volunteers
Acolytes
Sunday School Teachers
Audio Visual Assistance
Heartsong Musicians

Please Call the
OSLC
Church office
282-2313
for more information
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Sun

Melting Pot Prep

6:30pm-Council meeting

*

*Karen Wilson

.

*Debora Brown

29
9:00am-Worship/Comm.
9-2-PDO
10:00 am-Sunday school
10:45am-Heartsong/comm

Rob Bailey

*Cheryl Milliken, Jean Loveday,

22
21
9:00am-Worship/Comm.
9-2-PDO
10:00 am-Sunday school
10:45am-Heartsong/comm -9 yoga

*

30

*Barbara Rupert, Liam
Acuna

23
Newsletter articles
due.
10 am-Cover Girls
11:30-Girl’s Lunc1:30 am-

*

Melting Pot Prep.

16
10 am-Health care kits

Vivian Ross

9
10am-Cover Girls

2

Tue

8
9-2-PDO

*Debbie Seifert, Wm. Sanchious III

1
No PDO

Mon

14
15
9:00am-Worship/Comm.
9-2-PDO
10:00 am-Sunday school
10:45am-Heartsong/comm 1pm-WELCA committee
meeting in library
*Lea Easton
*Dale Cannon

7
9 am-Traditional worship
10 am-Orientation
10:30 am-Heartsong Worship

*birthdays

Thu

Melting Pot

5:30pm-Heartsong
Reh.

9-2-PDO

231

9-2-PDO
5:30pm-Heartsong
Rehearsal
*Janeen Pennell, Jennifer
Akin

24

*Pat Keffer

17
Melting Pot
9-2-PDO
5:30pm-Heartsong Re.
6:30am-Youth meetingam

5:30pm-Heartsong Reh

*9-2 PDO

10

*

25

*Faith Akin

18

*

11

4
3
No PDO
*11am-Primetimers Picnic
5:30pm-Heartsong Reh
7:00 pm-Property Mt
*Maryn Hopper

Wed

2022

*Suzanne Merritt

26

19

*

12

*Kennedie Acuna

5

Fri

*Jenny Bailey

27

*Susan Marshall, Collette
Forsman

*

20

*John Anderson

13

*

6
PDO Open House

Sat

by Marcy Aaroen

DESPERATE FOR GOD
Lord, I am desperate. Let it be for You!

We have all heard the phrase, “Desperate times call for desperate measures?” Some of us have probably even said it
when we found ourselves in times of trial.
As it turns out, this saying has been around for a VERY long
time. There is evidence that Hippocrates, the Greek physician, said something similar around 460 BC. Erasmus, a
Latin scholar, is also credited with its use around 1500. Regardless of who the original author was, it’s safe to say the
phrase has been passed down for centuries because people
believed it to be true. I wonder why that is?
Could it be that when we find ourselves in situations where
we are unable to fulfill our own needs, we search for something beyond the norm? We become willing to pursue avenues never considered before. We seek solutions that have
potential but no guarantees. We explore new territory in
search of what we are lacking.
That is the key… lacking.
What are you missing in your life today? Contentment?
Wellness? Peace of mind? You are by no means alone. The
men and women of the Bible were needy as well. What did
they do in their moments of desperation—they often
turned to prayer. What did those prayers look like and can
those same prayers help us now? Join me this month in
reading their prayers, to discover what happened when
destitute people in the Bible admitted their own lacking
and became desperate for God.
Lord, I’m desperate. Let it be for You!

BIBLE READING PLAN
8/1 Genesis 15:1-17
8/2 Genesis 22:1-19
8/3 Genesis 24:1-26
8/4 Genesis 32:1-20
8/5 Exodus 2:23-24, 3:1-7
8/6 Exodus 32:7-35
8/7 Numbers 12:1-16
8/8 Joshua 10:1-15
8/9 Judges 6:1-24
8/10 Judges 16:7-31
8/11 1 Samuel 1:1-26
8/12 1 Samuel 2:1-11
8/13 2 Samuel 5:17-25
8/14 2 Samuel 7:18-29
8/15 1 Kings 18:16-39
8/16 2 Kings 6:8-17
8/17 2 Kings 6:18-23
8/18 2 Kings 13:1-9
8/19 2 Kings 20:1-11
8/20 1 Chronicles 4:1-9
8/21 2 Chronicles 6:12-42
8/22 2 Chronicles 18:28-34
8/23 2 Chronicles 33:1-20
8/24 Ezra 9:1-15
8/25 Nehemiah 1:1-10
8/26 Jeremiah 14:19-22
8/27 Lamentations 5:1-22
8/28 Daniel 2:1-23
8/29 Daniel 2:24-48
8/30 Jonah 2:1-10
8/31 Habakkuk 3:1-19
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